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A Content Analysis of advertising
Component, Culture Value, and Child
Development for Children’s Television

Advertisements In Taiwan

Jen-Hung Huang’, Yi Hsu™

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan, television is a powerful socializing force for children,
reaching them daily with extraordinarily high level of exposure. Unlike
adults, children possess no information about product quality and price,
and lack defense capability against the influence of advertising.
Children are extremely receptive to messages from television, including
both from TV programming as well as from advertising.

Content analyses of TV advertisements in general are well
researched. However little is known about the contents of children’s TV
advertisements. To our knowledge, few studies have examined culture
differences, child development, background music, animation, and
language usage in children’s TV advertising. This study fills the gap by
proposing a complete framework for analyzing children’s TV ads in

Taiwan.

* Professor of Management Science Department, National Chiao Tung University.
**Doctoral Student of Institute of Business and Management, National Chiao Tung University,
Instructor of Chin Min College
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The results of the research show that in children’s advertisements
hard sell is used more frequently than soft sell. Children’s ads stress
collectivism, uncertainty avoidance, and femininity more than ads that
target at adults. Concrete expression appears in global brand
advertisements more frequently than in local brand ads. Simple
sentences are utilized more frequently than complete sentences in

children’s ads.

Keywords: Children’s advertisements, advertisement components,

culture value, child development, content analysis
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