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The Great East Japan Earthquake and
Japan’s Reconstruction

Kazuhiko Togo
Director, Institute for World Affairs, Kyoto Sangyo University

[ Abstract )

March 11 brought about immeasurable disaster, but as the destruction
was so overwhelming, many people thought that it might become an
opportunity for the reconstruction of a new Japan.

Japan achieved the status of economic giant through the construction of
a “rich and peaceful country” after its total destruction by WWII, but it lost
its national objective in the era of Heisei and drifted for 20 years, unable to
cope with rising new problems.

One of the reasons for this adrift was that Japan could not overcome the
shortcomings of Tanaka Kakuei’s theory of “Reconstruction of Japanese
Archipelago” with its strong bent to central government, developing Japan
through public investment. Another direction emerged led by Ohira
Masayoshi with his “Garden City Concept”, inherited by Hashimoto Ryutaro,
Obuchi Keizo, Nakagawa Hidenao and Kawakatsu Heita. They all
emphasized such factors as nature, countryside, tradition, culture, region,
scenery, and human beings but failed to make them as Japan’s national
objective.

March 11 gave some hope to create a dreamland of the 21* century
civilization in the three Tohoku prefectures based on Ohira-Obuchi-
Kawakatsu type of vision, but in one year’s time after the disaster, many
problems emerged such as delay in reconstruction work or egocentric
behaviors of the population.

It is not clear whether Japan would achieve any fundamental change in
establishing a new national objective based on its inherent people’s power
which astonished the world after March 11.

Keywords: The Great East Japan Earthquake, Reconstructing the Japanese
Archipelago, Garden City Concept, Scenery, Rich Country
Virtuous Country
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