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Japan-China Relations Surrounding the
Senkaku / Diaoyutai Islands Disputes under
the Abe Administration

Tsun-yen Wang
Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Foreign Languages,
Taiwan Shoufu University

[ Abstract )

Tension between Japan and China surrounding the Senkakus has raised
international concerns, especially on the possibility of military conflict,
which at worst can develop into a third world war.

Beijing has been enhancing inroads into the Senkaku waters since Abe
returned to power. Abe responded accordingly by strengthening guard against
Chinese actions. However, the absence of such nationalism as anti-Japan
demonstrations from recent confrontations suggests that Beijing is not
seeking a fight for final resolution. The likelihood of a Sino-Japanese war is
low, at least for the near future.

The Senkakus tension provides Tokyo a legitimate chance to carry out
its domestic political agenda for a normal nation. Coupled with its economy
recovery, a rich and strong Japan is re-emerging. A resurgent Japan in close
proximity is surely the last thing China desires, but Beijing has found it hard
to back down now.

The nature of the current Senkakus crisis is characterized by being

EEINT3

“non-mass mobilizing,” “ritualized” and “controllable.” Thus, it arguably has

ensured a tensioned peace for the region.

Keywords: Senkakus / Diaoyutais, Japan-China relation, Shinzo Abe, the
LDP
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