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“Go West” in the 1960s: Returning to
the Third-Front Experiences

Shu Geng

Abstract

In recent years, the “Go West” campaign has become an obsession
throughout western China. To carry out this ambitious development project,
the state has been expected to assume a central role. The question that must
be addressed, however, is: Can a state-led project really benefit China's far
west? To respond to this question, the author suggests we look back and learn
from the Third Front, the precursor of today's regional development project.
Unfortunately, up to now, this massive investment and construction programme
is still “almost totally unknown” to most students of Chinese politics and
economy. This paper traces the purpose of the Third Front, characterizes its
features, determines its magnitude, and evaluates its input-output efficiency.
By doing so, this paper should add to our understanding of this massive

economic failure under Chinese communist regime.

Keywords: The Third Front; The Go West Project; Regional Distribution
of Industry; State Intervention; Regional Development
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