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I. Mainline Protestants reject the idea that the church is the final authority on religious
truth. Members expect their leaders to teach and even to lead, but they see their
leaders more as guldes than arbiters because ultimate responsibility in matters of faith
lies with each individual Christian. Therefore, religious leaders often disagree among
themselves, and congregation members do not always agree with the clergy. Within
each theological tradition, as well as within each denomination and congregation,
there are some whose beliefs are more similar to those held by Evangelicals and
Fundamentalists than to the positions associated with mainline Protestantism.

11 The Vimalakirti Sutra belongs to a line of tradition that stretches from the
Prajnaparamita sutras to Zen. The sutra shows a predilection for the use of paradox
and negative statements. A number of passages on meditation and enhghtened wisdom
clearly point in the direction of Zen. The third chapter contains a scene that typifies
the teaching of the sutra. The Buddha proposes to send one of his disciples to
Vimalakirti, who had previously sent five hundred distinguished young men to the
master. Meanwhile, Vimalakirti himself lies at home on a sickbed. His lllness :
however, is an upaya to attract many visitors to his house, where he mlght 1nstr1jét_
them. ‘
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. Please write an article, no more than one hundred fifty words, to éiaborate your
idea regarding the relationship among religion, violence, and world peace.
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1. BB 6. Max Weber 11. Karl Marx

2. Rudolf Otto 7. Mircea Eliade 12. Emil Durkheim

3. Paul Tillich 8. Sigmund Freud 13. Wilfred C. Smith

4. Martin Buber 9. hnmanué_l Kant 14. P55

5. Mary Douglas 10. Victor Turner 15. Thomas Merton
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