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g® “WTO-Dispute Settlement Body,” Hearing Before the Subcommittee on International Economic
Policy and Trade of the Committee on International Relations, House of Representatives, 115th
Congress, 2nd Session, March 30, 1998 (Washington D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1998).
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BREERERGFENEARSIRG  TRARME THEER A AL ) http://www.peopledaily.
com.cn/GB/channel3/topic216/3htm! (visited on March 18, 2000) ;2 Qingjiang Kong, “ China’s
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separate customs territory Member of the WTO, where an expression of this Agreement and the
Multilateral Trade Agreements is qualified by the term ’national’, such expression shall be read
as pertaining to that customs territory, unless otherwise specified. http://www.trade.gov.tw/global-
org/wto/wto-1/WTO 1458 /002-f & 37 Tt 5 H 5 4Rk 5 € .doc
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WTO: A Place for Cross-Strait Negotiation?

Chong-hai Shaw

Abstract

Since both Taiwan and mainland Chinajoined the World Trade Organization
(WTO) in the beginning of 2002, it has been widely speculated that the WTO
may provide a forum for the two long-term competitors to discuss issues of
mutual concern. For Taiwan, WTO accession means that it can use the or-
ganization to jump start talks with China, at a time when the cross-strait
dialogue has been stalemated as Taiwan evades China's attempt to use “one
China” principle as precondition for any dialogue. Naturally, China tries its
best to avoid using the WTO for talks with Taiwan, so that the cross-strait
talks will not be “internationalized.” This paper argues that both sides of the
Taiwan Strait should “de-politicize” the WTO process so that real talks on
trade and economic issues germane to both sides' interests can be conducted.

Keywords: Cross Straits Relations; Cross Straits Economic and Trade
Relations; Cross Straits Mechanism for Contacts and Negotiations;
World Trade Organization
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