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Recently, local emergency (disaster) management
collaboration studies have rapidly grown in the
public administration research around the world.
Because intergovernmental relations in Taiwan
gradually change from centralization to localization,
local governments are authorized more decision-making
powers in local issues, including emergency
management. In nowadays, local governments are viewed
as the frontline to provide functional activities
relevant to mitigation, preparedness, response, and
recovery from all kinds of disasters. However,
dealing with disasters i1s usually too complicated to
rely on only single jurisdiction. Therefore,
collaborating vertically and horizontally with all
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levels of governments and non-governmental
organizations becomes a useful strategy for local
governments to handle emergencies and disasters.
However, the discussions about why local governments
collaborate based on the analysis of different types
of collaboration in emergency management are still
limited in the current literature.

Through using the qualitative-method approach, 19
interviewees from central and local governments, non-
profit organizations, and the Army Forces for dealing
with emergency management issues in Taiwan are
interviewed in this project to understand local
governments’ 1) motivations behind each type of
collaboration, 2) perceived obstacles of
collaboration, and 3) practical collaborative
activities in both vertical and horizontal contexts.
Finally, an international comparison study between
cases in Taiwan and in the United States based on the
findings in this project and in applicant’ s
dissertation is proposed.

Vertical and horizontal collaborations, Local
emergency management, Intergovernmental relations,
Cross-boundary governance
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