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Transformation of Values in Eldar
Ryazanov’s Tragicomedy Trilogy:
From the Perspective of Cultural

Dimensions
Abstract:
Russian film director and screenwriter
Eldar Ryazanov’s classical ~works—his

“tragicomedy trilogy” includes The Irony of
Fate, An Office Romance, and A Train Station
for Two—are based on the lyrical narrative
and feature comical and ridiculous plots and
conflicts. Ordinary people’s lives, behavioral
styles, as well as love-hate relationships in the
Soviet period of political and social
“stagnation” are described in these films,
which are used to criticize the social reality.
The main stories in the trilogy conform to the
audience’s expectations and viewing habits
and, therefore, they resonate with viewers.
Moreover, the reason that the films in the
trilogy became classics is because of their
cultural significance and the deep-rooted
value system hidden in the very fabric of the
films.

This paper is based on Dutch social
psychologist Hofstede’s cultural dimensions
theory, and it discusses the cultural value
system prevalent from the mid-1970s to the
early 1980s by analyzing Ryazanov’s trilogy.
The constrained collective pursuit of freedom
is seen in the high power distance that existed
in traditional society. There were both solid
and soft characters, and the latter are of
special interest as they often had a certain
solidness in their softness. Moreover, the
desire to break the restrictions imposed by
societal norms is also shown in these films.

Keywords: Eldar Ryazanov; Tragicomedy
trilogy; Cultural dimensions; Geert Hofstede;
Value system
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