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Abstract

Whether a city’s economic growth depends more on upward
development driven by local characteristics or downward request from a
central government has been an important issue in the field of political
economics. From the perspective of city development, pillar industries in a
city should be related with the competitive advantage of a city, such as
geopolitical location and industrial structure, so that the economy can grow
fast. That is, the development of city economy is associated with the
framework of path dependence. In the case of Tianjin, heavy industries have
been the foundation of economic growth. The Tianjin Binhai New Area

(TBNA) is no exception and becomes a strategic town of petrochemical
industries. However, in 2010, Tianjin was selected as a low-carbon trial city
by the central government and the Yujiapu CBD in TBNA was promoted as
the first Low Carbon Model Town of APEC. This low-carbon development
clashes with Tianjin’s industrial foundation. Specifically, Tianjin’s
transformation to a low-carbon city means that it has to greatly change its

industrial structure from high carbon consumption to green industries. Path
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creation explains the transformation route of city development in Binhai of
Tianjin and emphasizes the role of the central government, both as a
supervisor and a main driver, in the creation of a new path. Overall, the
development of TBNA supplements the discussion of path creation and

provides a new thinking for city development and governance.

Keywords: Tianjin Binhai New Area, Yujiapu CBD, Path Dependence, Path

Creation
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