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On Boris Akunin’s Adventures of
Erast Fandorin

Hui-Wan Chiang *

Abstract

In 1998 Grigory Shalvovich Chkhartishvili, the deputy editor of
magazine Foreign Literature, with his first detective novel Azazel, which
was published under the pseudonym of Boris Akunin, burst onto the
Russian literary scene. Soon the protagonist of Adventures of Erast
Fandorin became popular and earned the author the reputation of a
detective writer for intellectuals. Along with the collapse of Soviet Union,
there arose the crisis of national identity and emerged nostalgia for
pre-revolutionary Russia. Making the most of the prevailing nostalgic
atmosphere, Akunin successfully created an intelligent, hardworking,
fearless, decisive and decent sleuth who values social morals, Fandorin.
While uniting the genres of detective fiction with Postmodernist aesthetics,
Akunin demonstrated how miserable, corrupted and unequal was the
society of “golden age” and criticized the idealization of pre-revolutionary
past. Moreover, for contemporary Russians who would like to find a way of
overcoming the difficulties, the honest, relying on himself and responsible
Fandorin might be the ideal model.

Keywords: popular literature, Akunin, historical detective novels,
intertextuality
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(Anekcanapa Mapununa, 1957-)FI{E it(Baer & Korchagina 2011: 75) » g5
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ZRE BT R WA MRE T BRGNS &
B B —EER AL AR ~ SCEEL NBEE A R

MRS SIS R WRG AT R E R GRS s A s B T EE ] eh
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H4 (Dr. Watson)feHY B [F] f——(e Pl L 2 56 ) (Cvepme Axunneca)
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