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Abstract

This thesis mainly discusses German foreign policy towards Russia during the
Merkel period (2005-2018).At the beginning of this thesis, | explain German Chancellor
Angela Dorothea Merkel's diplomatic thoughts from four aspects : Merkel's strategic
thinking, value diplomacy, geopolitical thinking, and views on Putin. These four aspects
are related to Merkel's strategic thinking based on her personal and national identity, her
values, and her East German background. German foreign policies have resulted partly
from these four aspects based on personal factors such as Merkel's personal preferences,
values, positioning, education, and background. All these policies have directed national
interests in Germany. However, these four aspects also contain some irrational factors
from Merkel's personal preferences. Therefore, when these irrational factors came into
conflict with national interests of Germany, Merkel was not rigid and did not insist on
making decisions by her own personal beliefs. She would adjust her ways to make
decisions according to German national interests in due time.

In terms of Germany’s policy towards Russia, the period of former German
Chancellor Gerhard Fritz Kurt Schroder ( 1998-2005)was a honeymoon between Germany
and Russia. Schroder even said, “The relationship between Germany and Russia is so
good that it can't be better.”Merkel became the new German Chancellor in 2005. During
her first and second term, Germany’s Russia policy was basically extended from the
Schroder period. Germany and Russia proposed the concept of a strategic partnership in
the intergovernmental consultations in Berlin in 2000. Merkel took Russia as a strategic
partner mainly for economic cooperation. From Merkel’s perspective, the relationship
between Germany and Russia was limited. Since Merkel took office, both Germany and
Russia have lacked further interaction. Among the foreign ministers since the beginning
of Merkel's government, it has seemed that only the former Foreign Minister
Frank-Walter Steinmeier from the Social Democratic Party was more pro-Russian while
other foreign ministers followed Merkel's footsteps to keep a distance from Russia.

Finally, this article explores the results and influences of Germany's foreign policy
towards Russia. Such results and influences are explored from the perspective of the
distribution of power in the international system. These results and influences can be said
to be partly influenced by Germany's policy towards Russia while others are affected by
changes in the international environment. Therefore, in such an international system and
environment, Germany and Russia can be said to have been forced to play roles that are
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contrary to their original wishes. The significance of the "Ukrainian crisis" that broke out
at the end of 2013 was that it highlighted the long-standing advantage of the sea powers

(western countries ) that has been expanding eastward ( NATO and the EU's eastward
expansion ).It can be said that the west’s advantage has caused the land power of Russia to
maintain its own geopolitical strategic interests. This can be considered a counterattack.
During Merkel's terms, the role of Russia has been transformed from “partner” ( security
partner, prominent partner, economic partner )in Germany’s White Paper 2006 into “rival”

(challenge, threat ) in Germany’s White Paper 2016. Although Germany-Russia relations
in the White Paper 2006 did not appear as a "strategic partner", Merkel's government has
indeed made progress in this direction in the beginning. After the Russia-Georgia war and
the Ukrainian crisis, German-Russian relations have moved farther and farther away from
being a "strategic partnership”. Merkel’s government believes that Russia has voluntarily
renounced such a partnership role and has potentially become a "rival" of Germany, the
EU, and NATO. In fact, unless there is a conflict like World War 1l between Germany and
Russia, Russia will always be Germany’s “cooperative security partner and economic
partner”.
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