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On the Identity of TCASL Teachers from the
Perspective of Educational Workplace Selection - A

Case Study of TCASL Teachers

Abstract

Prior research on self-identity in the field of language education is mostly
conducted in western countries. In the Greater Chinese region, relevant studies are
mostly associated with English teaching. There is still very little research on self-
identity in Chinese teaching. This study attempted to conduct a qualitative case study
from the perspective of self-identification, aiming to explore the process in which
qualified Chinese teachers in Taiwan chose to embark on the training in Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language (TCASL henceforth) to advance their careers and how
their self-identities played out during this process. However, they chose to return to the
Chinese language education field instead of developing their career in TCASL.
Adopting narratives and in-depth interviews, this study classified, summarized, and
analyzed the textual contents of discourse and unpacked the meaning behind different
factors in the workplace, eventually discussing the viewpoints of participants on their

career choices.

The research results indicated that, in the process of pursuing a TCASL teacher,
all research participants believed that they had the responsibility to inherit the
experience and wisdom of life, with the communal recognition in Chinese culture as
the traditional wisdom and virtue and their own roles as a Chinese as well as a teacher.
However, they also perceived that Taiwan’s Chinese education as rigid, dull, and
constrained by scoring and evaluation. In compliance with students’ demands for
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further studies, their teaching was mostly framed by textbooks or test drills. Therefore,
they hoped to enter the field of TCASL so that they could access different teaching
methods and apply them to teaching contexts. In addition to cultural inheritance, their
teacher role dominated their career changes. Despite the aforementioned efforts, they
both gave up becoming TCASL teachers. One of them chose to return to Chinese
language education while the other one quitted from the field of education because of
the following two reasons. First, Chinese language teaching mainly looked at grammar
as the instructional focus rather than the deep-level meaning of Chinese culture which
dissatisfied these teachers. Second, The “unstable” factor in the TCASL profession the
working environment, working mode and workplace of TCASL teachers in Taiwan are
equivalent to those in the “shadow education” industry. Therefore, their self-identity as
a teacher and an inheritor of Chinese culture played a crucial role in choosing their

career path.

On the basis of the career choices of the research participants, the study suggests
directions for potential development of Chinese language education in Taiwan,
including the protection and stability of TCASLs' work, adjustment to the teaching
contents, increase in ratio cultural input, balance of grammar, culture, and

communication models.

Keywords: Identity,  Positioning, = TCASL teacher,  Chinese culture
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