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Abstract

In recent years, the number of Chinese language learners has been quickly
increasing around the world. As a result, the content of teaching materials such as
Chinese textbooks has progressively shifted towards a more multiculturalist approach.
Although much culture-related research of textbooks has been conducted in the field
of Chinese teaching, relatively few studies have analyzed the textbook content in
terms of both the coverage of cultural regions and cultural dimensions. Even fewer
studies have looked into learners’ perspectives on cultural representation of the
modern Chinese textbooks. To fill such gap, this study aims to use the "A Course in
Contemporary Chinese" series of textbooks as the object of analysis in which the
cultural dimensions and cultural areas were calculated through the concepts of
"Cultural Depth™ and "Cultural Breadth". To investigate learners’ perspectives about
the cultural content in the textbooks, fifteen learners of Chinese in Taiwan, in three

proficiency groups, were recruited to participate in the focus group interviews.

The result of this study shows that the overall cultural content of the textbooks is
dominated by the target language culture (Chinese culture). “Products” are the most
frequently used elements and “food” is the biggest theme throughout the entire six
volumes. In the more advanced level of the textbooks, Volumes Five and Six, the
European and American cultures are found to emerge, mainly through the "Persons"
category. They gradually overtake Chinese culture in terms of proportion, while other
cultures from Asia and the rest of the world remain under-represented. As for the
perspectives from the learners, they pay more attention to culturally relevant topics
and vocabulary and tend to favor a more practical approach. Finally, the acceptance of
cultural diversity seems to be related to the level of Chinese learners. The higher the
level of the learners, the more they can accept the content of other regional cultures in
the textbooks.

Keywords: culture, teaching Chinese, textbook analysis, learners’ perspecitves
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2N

LR E PRI OEF cGREARL)

Perspectives
(Meanings, attitudes, values, ideas)

;N\

Practices ¢—— Products

(Patterns of social (Books, tools, foods,
interactions) laws, music, games)

[E 1] $#FEYE Sandy Custshall (2012)
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(Communities) 2 T~ - 48  (Persons) #-x7 B> t &5 T2 v eng B
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LA ARG (EIFNEFR) E =X F 08 FE T ERE S iR frBag o
T i RS RS TR B e MR D E v CRHSEE A - B
BREEZ T A e V2 g B B L RBEE X 5 b2 (G

LE@2)e

Products Practices

CULTURE

Communities Persons

Perspectives

[® 2] The Five Dimensions of Culture!!

L [NZ5HYE Patrick R. Moran (2001, p24) - BZe&E 4 -
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gaoféng hui
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Oubama
huiyi
zhiyi
shouhaizhe
xianglai
danyt
gongtong
pdiwai
rongru
shourong
huoxi
laodongli
zhudnhua
Liyue
Aoyin
shoudi
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taoli
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wangdiao
yingxiong
shénfén
Sudmaliya
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-corpse, body

shocked to wilness

1o risk

United Nations, UN

until {classical Chinese)
asylum

number of people

to face, confront

1o unite, form solidarity with
to convene, hold (a meeting)
Summit (meeting)

leader, head of a state

1o eliminate

anti-foreign

former-, ex-

Barack Obama (former US president)
conference, meeting

*.ism” (as in terrorism, Communism)
victim

always, all along

one, single (any one country’s
responsibility)

together, jointly

anti-foreign, xenophobic

10 integrate, blend in

10 offer refuge to

perhaps, probably

manpower

1o change into, transform into
Rio, Brasil

Olympics

first time

representative team, team representing
10 escape from, flee from
fires of war

physical disability

to forget

hero

identification

Somalia

subsequent to that

to run in an ¢lection

skin color

soon

to support, help, aid, assist
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Textbooks and Learners' perspectives”. This agreement is mainly about protecting
your personal information that would not leak from this research. Also, it is allowed to
quit this research when you feel uncomfortable or change your mind without any
reason. If you agree with this agreement, please sign your name below.
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