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Beauty and sorrow of preschool Taiwanese Chinese teacher in
Singapore : differential citizenship and self-identity of strangers
Abstract
Recent years have witnessed the burgeoning increase in Taiwanese workers

overseas. Talent loss has also been common in education and the white-collar
positions in diverse fields. In early childhood education, many early childhood
practitioners, after receiving long-term professional training, also start thinking about
moving to other countries for better working environment or higher salary,
particularly to Singapore and the Mainland China. Therefore, this study focused on
TCSL teachers and probed into their interaction with the country, society, and early
childhood institute after working in Singapore, hoping to decipher how TCSL teachers
from Taiwan connected with the external environment and what their self-
understanding was after the environment change.

A semi-structured interview was adopted to understand the experience and
perceptions of working in Singapore among nine Taiwanese Chinese language
teachers currently working in early childhood institutes in Singapore (A1-A4, B1, CI-
C4) and three who had worked in Singapore and now taught in Taiwan (D1-D3). The
results were as follows:

The relationship between differential status and self-identity: Differential status
faced by Taiwanese Chinese language teachers in Singapore could be divided into two
aspects. The positive aspect included reasonable salary, coveted work environment,
the stance that respected professionalism, and promising future. On the other hand,
the negative aspect included situation where an individual was forced to accept,
coveted work environment, and turbulent fight.

Keywords: Taiwanese Chinese language teachers, differential status, social network,

self-identity
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