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Abstract

The environment is an influential factor for children’s behavior and interaction. It is the silent
curriculum in early childhood education and with an essential impact on child development. The core
issue of my research is the kindergarten teacher's indoor spatial image and how is it be formed? Then
propose the recommendation of classroom spatial planning decision-process.

This research based on environmental psychology, learning environment, spatial image, and the
spatial treatise in Waldorf education. Pose the research hypothesis that the teachers have the spatial
intention and spatial image for their classroom. Through the I-Lan Ci-Xin Waldorf kindergarten as
the research field, | try to inquire the research questions from the three paths as follow: the
observation of the activities in the classroom, the structured interview and narrative interview
founded by Fritz Schutze. After the collection, induction, and analyzation, | consider the kindergarten
teacher's indoor spatial image formed by the two forces - perception and production. These two
forces are related and interweaved between personal preference and environmental context.
Therefore, the kindergarten teacher's indoor spatial image was blend the situation, layout, activities
of the classroom, teacher’s life experience, personal preference, and educational intention. Then
propose the recommendation of classroom spatial planning decision-process. In the end, reconsider
the educational implications of the kindergarten teacher's indoor spatial image by the treatise of

Henri Lefebvre (1901-1991) and David W. Harvey.

Key words : Spatial Image, Spatial Intention, Early Childhood Learning Environment, Narrative

interview, Waldorf education
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