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Shanghai Municipal Council Health Department
Annual Report :  Research on the Important

Historical Data about Public Health for Modern
Shanghai

Chun-Yen Chou

(Postgraduate, Department of History, National Cheng-chi University)

Public health is one of the more focused research topics in recent history
studies. As for traditional China, the concept of modern western style public
health mainly came from Shanghai’s British and US Settlement areas. Since
as early as 1898, authorities in the British and US Settlement areas of
Shanghai established a Health Department and appointed a professional health
official to oversee public health matters within those areas. Successive health
officials documented yearly, with their professional knowledge, all the
accomplished or monitored health related events in the Shanghai Municipal
Council Health Department Annual Report. It was used as a written report in
the Municipal Council’s board of directors meetings, and also served as a
record for the Health Department as well as a reference for future promotion
of the health industry in the Settlement. Therefore, this historical material
may be the most indispensable first-hand data in the research of public health
topics in Shanghai’s British and US Settlements. From studying seven of

these Annual Reports, we hope to reorganize, compare, analyze, and have a
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detailed introduction to their style, contents, and importance in order to
initiate other historians in their recognition of this data and fully utilize it to

achieve more fruitful research results in the study of this history.

Keywords: Shanghai Public Health, Shanghai International Settlement,
Municipal Council, Shanghai Municipal Council Health

Department Annual Report



