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Inspecting the Questions of China's Neutrality in
Russo-Japanese War from "Yi-rou Diary"

Sih-Chi Peng

(Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University)

The previous studies of China’s “neutrality” policy in Russo-Japanese War
had been limited by the viewpoint of revolutionary history, the national
emotion as well as the materials. Therefore, scholars mostly held the negative
appraisal, and focused on the wrong policy-making of Qing government, but
neglected the importance that how did China to carry out the neutral country
role in the war. Zou lJia-lai, the owner of "Yi-rou Diary" which appeared
recent years, had come the long-term assignment in the diplomatic institution
of Qing government, who undertook the heavy responsibility on handling the
negotiation with Japanese and Russian during Russo-Japanese War period,
Russia negotiates. Because of his excellent performances that he established
the steady foundation for develops in the future. In his diary, records a lot of
cases about how did Japan and Russia challenge the Chinese neutral status, as
well as the foreign office adhere the ground of legal principle to deal with all
pressure come from right-and left tactfully. It might make up insufficiency of
the past researches which had depended on official archives. This article
proceeds from the analysis of historical materials, and inspects the neutral
status of China in Russo-Japanese War by "Yi-rou Diary". Hope can
understand further what the crossfire Qing government faced and the

processes it worked during the neutral period, and to give the neutrality of
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China more liberal appraisal.

Keyword: Yi-rou Diary, Zou Jia-lai, Russo-Japanese War, China’s
Neutrality Policy



