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Comparison of Responsibility Cognition for War Crime in the
World War II between Japan and Germany
Shu-Chun Yu
(Postgraduate, Department of History, National Chengchi University)
At the end of the World War II, the Alliance announced that war criminals
had to be judged by International Tribunal, instead of executed privately,
which later led to Nuremberg Trial and Tokyo Trial. Are these two trials the
triumph of the victors or the progress in the civilization history? People
doubted the legitimacy of the International Military Tribunal on the war crime
responsibility of Japan and Germany. Up to now, opinions are still widely
divided and unsettled. The purpose of the article aims at the cognition of the
two countries on war crime in World War II and the concrete actions of
compensation. The article also re-discusses how the governments and private
groups in the two countries look at their responsibility for war crime. First, the
article starts with discussion on defections of laws of Chapter of the
International Military Tribunal that made it unable to be the legal foundation
of war laws and fail to have legitimacy foundation of international trial.
Secondly, from the disputes of Nuremberg Trial and Tokyo Trial, the article
explores how the International Military Tribunal defined the war crime of
Japan and Germany. Then, the paper reviews the concrete measures of the two
governments to solve compensation problems and pacify the war victims at

home and abroad. At last, it analyzes public and private archive halls,
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historical works, and statements of media of the two countries in order to
compare the difference of cognition of the governments and private groups in

the two countries on war crime.

Keywords: War crime, responsibility for war crime, Nuremberg Trial

Tokyo Trial, cold war, Chapter of the International Military Tribunal





