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The Transformation of Cult of

the Lady Linshuifrom Sung to Ming Dynasty

Yao Cheng-Chih
PhD. Student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

The cult of Lady Linshui is one of the popular religions which still practice
actively in Taiwan and Fujian in China. It is also a religion that has long history
and accumulates a lot of new elements by time. The cult of Lady Linshui was
begin in late T’ang, and was sponsored by government in Sung dynasty.
Sorcery, dead in dystocia, to make its presence in killing the snake and to help
lying-in women were the subjects of the religion. And we can find these
elements in the society of Fuzhou which the religion came from. The stories
about Fuzchou which were be included in Hong Mai’s Record of the Listener
could demonstrate that the formation of the cult of the Lady Linshui was tied
with the difficult problems which were encountered in everyday life. However,
after the Ming Dynasty, the stories on Lady Linshui which people told were
different from before. The stories were full of elements of Taoism to cover the
magical nature. The plot of bad-dead was no longer described. The policies of
religion which Tai-tsu announced were, by any possibility, one of the clues that
resulted in the new phase of the cult of Lady Linshui. In a word, the making of
cult of the Lady Linshui was a proceeding of absorbed persistently the popular
customs, the elements of Taoism, and to answer readily the constraints from the

state authority.

Keywords: Lady Linshui, legal belief, illegal belief, Sung dynasty, Ming
dynasty



