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The Transformation of the Propaganda Policy of the Republic
of China towards the United States between the 1950s and
1960s

Chen, Kuan-Jen
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In 1949, due to its failure in the Chinese Civil War, the Kuomintang (KMT)
collapsed like a pup tent in a gale and then retreated to Taiwan. Thereafter, the
KMT-led Republic of China (ROC) which was in such disadvantaged position
was mainly by the America's financial and military support to survive in the
international circumstance. It was therefore without saying that the United
States was of paramount importance for the ROC. The ROC, meanwhile,
maintained the relations with the US not only by keeping in official touch
between both governments, but also by propagandising towards the American
society, in order to sway the American policy towards Chinese affairs via public
opinion. The ROC's propaganda policy towards the US was not static while its
policy constantly changed and adjusted in accordance with its domestic and
international progress. In the 1950s the ROC still hoped to recapture mainland
China via its military force; thus, the ROC launched a campaign which was
called Guang an (Guang project) against "Communist Bandit" in the US.
Through Guang an, the ROC expected the Americans could understand the
advantages of "Free China" and disadvantages of "Communist China" in order
to drive the US government to support the ROC's plan of recapturing mainland
China. In the 1960s, given that the Communist Party of China firmly controlled

mainland China and the dream of recapturing mainland China was far away
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from the reality, whilst, the overseas counterforce which underpinned the
Taiwan independence movement enhanced and the US government also began
to consider the possibility of Taiwan independence. For this reason, the ROC
adjusted its propaganda policy and implemented Qiang an (Qiang project) to
attack this counterforce as well as further impede such counterforce to
continually influence US policy towards Chinese affairs. In this article, the
author uses the diplomatic documents collected at Academia Sinica and
Academia Historica to anaylse and compare the changes in the ROC's

propaganda policy towards the US between the 1950s and 1960s.

Keywords: Guang an, Qiang an, Propaganda towards the US, Taiwan

independence, Cold War



