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The Role of Party in Tai Chi-tao’s Thoughts in 1925

Shih, Chun-Chun
Postdoctoral Fellow, Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences,

Academia Sinica

This paper focuses on Tai Chi-t’ao’s Reflection on the role of party in 1925. Tai
emphasized the similarities between experience of Russian Revolution and Three
People’s Principles, especially necessity of productive force. He then recognized
the policy of alliance with Soviet Union and the role of party which leaded
development of productive force. Tai also talked about the relationship between
party and social groups. Tai pointed out that Kuomintang (KMT) should lead and
change “political consciousness” of Chinese social elites, and made them become
revolutionary leaders. If they couldn't be changed, KMT members should replace
these social elites. According to Tai’s point of view, Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) instilled historical materialism in Chinese peasants and workers to make
them become radical. In other words, CCP created class struggles by inculcation.
Considering the level of productive force and class differentiation in China, Tai
believed that CCP’s strategies of mobilization was against practical reality in
China and experience of Soviet Union. However, the leader of CCP, Chen Duxiu,
had different points of view about party. Chen believed that class struggle should
be means for mobilizing workers and peasants for national revolution. He also

indicated that party reflected interests of social class. He criticized that Tai was
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willing to unitized KMT and make KMT as a bourgeoisie party. According to
Chen’s points of view, KMT and CCP represented bourgeoisie and proletarian;
Tai thought these parties guided different revolutionary ways. Chen and Tai had
different points about the role of party, but they both had similar conclusions that
KMT and CCP would have conflicts soon. These conclusions showed a chasm
between two parties even though the Comintern insisted the cooperation between

them.

Keywords: Tai Chi-t’ao, party, Three People’s Principles, class struggle,

Chen Duxiu



