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The Plan of a Jewish Settlement in Southwest China by

Nationalist Government

Tseng, Yi-Hsu

Graduate student, Department of History, National Chengchi University

At the end of the 1930s, China faced the Japan-German allied. Meanwhile,
Sino-German military and trade corporation almost broke off. During the time of
Sino-German relation transition, the nationalist government tried to solve the
international Jewish refugee problem, which caused by Nazi Germany. This plan
not only made Jewish refugees settle down in China but also expected to use the
Jewish refugees’ expertise, promoting the economy and transport infrastructure
development of the sparsely populated southwest region. On the other hand, it
could represent China as a figure of humanitarian aiding and let western country
pay attention to China, furthermore, giving substantive assistance to China whom
were fighting alone. It could cope with the war escalating, which brought about
the negative effect on China, such as shortage of goods and materials, stagnation
of the economy and infrastructure.

The war of resistance changed not only the government’s policy-making
process which was unique and effective but also how plans to be drawn up and
executed. When the diplomacy and internal affairs had an impact on each other,
government brought into foreign policy, which to make a comprehensive
consideration so that had the great benefit on the politics, diplomacy, economy
and military domain. Although this plan did not carry out finally for some reason,
it also reflected that the government did not fully realize the Jewish refugee
problem. However, the discussion of this plan also showed that the government
kept an eye on international issues and tried to make the utmost of politics and
diplomacy, breaking out China’s dilemma during the wartime.

This article focuses on the nationalist government planning for a Jewish

settlement in southwest China in 1939, of which background and the
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government’s process of policy-making during the wartime, discussing how the
government to bring in a solution of international issue, which can achieve a
double goal: constructing a positive image to the outside and internally

developing economic construction in the southwest region.

Keywords : Sino-German Relations, Jews, Antisemitism, Nazi, The War of

Resistance



