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Confirmation Requests: Ba and Darou

KURITA, Gaku® LIU, Yang-Ling"" Fan, Yu™""
Abstract

In this study, we examine confirmation requests including sentences
ended with ba in Taiwanese Mandarin and sentenced ended with darou in
Japanese. According to the observation, the conclusion is summarized as
below:

First, from the previous study, sentences with ba are not used “to
confirm shared understanding” nor “to modify the other’s lack of
recognition”, which are features of confirmation request’s two
subcategories. Yet we argue that these two usages actually exist, but
need to be verbalized, for example, with second-person subjects, to make
the proposition relate to the hearer. By doing so, they can be
distinguished from inferential expressions which show no difference in
form.

When it is impossible to verbalize as proposition related to the
hearer in their semantic content, confirmation requests of ba will be
performed in a non-falling intonation, in order to distinguish themselves
from inferential expressions. While darou is the form which functions to
express that the language agent’s judgement is correct, and it is shared

both in inferential expressions and confirmation requests.

Keyword: ba, darou, confirmation requests, inference,

second-person subject, intonation
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