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Investigation of alien setsuwas in
Comprehensive Section In Japan by “Konjaku-
monogatari-syu” Volume 30 issue 13 - ‘Woman

won’t remarry after her husband died’

TSAI Chia-Chi*

Abstract

=%

In “Konjaku-monogatari-syii” Volume 30, there are 14 stories which about waka
and the man-woman relationship. The issue 13-‘Woman won’t remarry after her
husband died’, records a widow refused her parent's persuasion of remarriage, by giving
an example about the female swallow kept chastity after the death of it’s spouse.

In terms of the plot's similarity, this work is considered to be derived from “Shunrai
Zuino”, “Waka Domosho”. “Wei Jing Yu's Wife’ which collected by “History of the
Southern Dynasties” of China and “Taiping Guangji” are the main axis of it. “Shunrai
Zuino” mistakenly took the source of this story as “Bai Zhi Wen Ji”, but actually the
story was not included. However, “Konjaku-monogatari-syii” did not record the source
of the story, but istead included in Comprehensive Section in Japan. That means,
although this work was taken from Chinese subjects, it was not collected in ‘Cathay’,
but in ‘Japan’. Compared with Chinese works, although the contents of the stories are
mostly the same, significant differences can still be found. In addition, there are some
differences between “Konjaku-monogatari-syii” and “Shunrai Zuino”.

This research focuses on ‘Woman won’t remarry after her husband died’,
compares the source and other Chinese works. To summarize the characteristics of

“Konjaku-monogatari-syt”, and explore its significance.

Key words: ‘Wei Jing Yu's Wife’, remarriage, swallow, cutting ears, marriage red line

* Associate Professor, the Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Shih Hsin University.
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