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Abstract

The main purpose of this study is to investigate how fatherhood is practiced among
different types of intercultural families. To be more specific, how fathers play their
role and both parents raise their children. The study finds out that economic, social,
cultural and symbolic capital of a family exert a deep impact on fathering. When a
family lacks the capital to raise children properly, the father tends to play second
fiddle to the mother when it comes to decision-making. Furthermore, the father
spends a tremendous amount of time accumulating economic capital and fostering
relationships with neighbors to improve chances of upward mobility. As a
consequence of lack of time spent with their children, he often opts for lighter or his
preferred parental duties, the implication of which is that he fails to live up to
society’s standard for a good father. By contrast, in a more financially privileged
family, parents have more resources to set their children up for success, maintain their
current social status, and potentially move up the social ladder even higher. The
aforementioned findings corroborate what Bourdieu proposes in his field theory: the
unequal distribution of economic, social, cultural and symbolic capital affects the way
fatherhood is practiced in different families.

The study also discovers that stereotypical expectations for parents, such as a father
should be the main bread winner, still exist among families composed of a Taiwanese
father and a foreign mother despite popular belief to break away from said stereotype.
However, in families made up of a Taiwanese mother and foreign father, wealth is a
prerequisite for a model father. Lastly, influenced by gender roles and religions, all
fathers interviewed in the study have three different beliefs: a parent should do what
he or she is good at; a father should display masculinity; a parent shouldn’t repeat his

or her parents’ mistakes.

Keywords: fatherhood, capital, cross-cultural marriage, gender role, childrearing
scripts
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“In the USA, for some people there was still strong gender expectation, but in my family, there
wasn't. Both of my parents worked...but my mother stayed at home to take care of us when we
were younger, but | don't think that was because she was a mother (so she should take care of

kids) she didn’t follow specific way of gender expectation. “ (B3 —180716-2)
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(Before you have become a father, what qualities did you think make a good one?)
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(Before you have become a father, what qualities did you think make a good one?)
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“I think the most important thing was just to
be presented, you should be there, and think
of something you would like to do with | B1 Zaw rges
them, spend time with them...This would be | T &5 s2mEBF
the most important thing. And also to | f9ERI=Y - FEAET
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My parents, they never taught anything | ¥ Bl M= - ERX8L | #ERMNAR -
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like: "This is how it’s like a good parent', |
think they just tried to do that and let me do
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" To be a good father, as | am a Muslim, so we know how to be a good father from the
beginning when you interact with someone, when you are a Muslim, you really know
everything. The god teaches you everything, you don't even learn from others......
(B2-180712-1)
HRRE—MIOAENS EH—EAFEs EERE—RORMRIAGEBMESKMNE Y -
SIRZCAENFRE - REBFRMEMBANS - MAZBEBIRAANSEE - RRARARRIA
=il

T At first, | think to be "a good father" you have to be with your son, teach everything

about life, teach him the way he has to be with others, people like other kids...... (But
after baby has born) It’s different, because (of) my son, everything changes, you can not
sleep, you start to think about making more money, you don't have time and life

wouldn't be easy for you. 1 (B2-180712-1)
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" There are some differences, | think the way of thinking......the American style is

more...Umm maybe let the children have more freedom, or not so much discipline,
but | think Taiwanese style is much more strict...The public school is much more
reasonable and we thought that the private school would be to focus on education,
like making sure they know the alphabet, or make something. On their own, we don't
want her have to do that in preschool. We just want her to shave omewhere to play

and have fun, and maybe do some fun activities. 1 (B3-180713-1)
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| just think like...... when she is 6 or 7 years old, maybe after that me leave Taiwan,

because one thing is I'm afraid of Taiwanese education, from maybe...6 or 7 years old
to junior high or senior high school. | don't like it. Because | think it's not cultural and

the thinking like a robot for me, it's too controlling. s (B1-180624-1)
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BSxX/EEEA  MEMMNEZEEXGEKSEA K XZEET -

" And | don't want my kid to be like that so... | don't like French education, because |

think French education is too free, almost the opposite. And also | think......for me, the
school is too dangerous, it depends on the school but | think it's a little bit dangerous.
In Taiwan, it is safer, but it's not really creative, so we will see what happens. But
maybe we will go back to France at least find that. | think... if we stay in Taiwan we will
try to put the kid at the European school, maybe so she can have a different

worldview and living more open-minded. ; (B1-180624-1)
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' So my mother, she was took care of most of the things on the weekend, and my

father was only responsible for cooking during the week. Because both of my parents
they were working all the time. But when | was 1 year old, my father was taking care
of me all the time, like full-time because my mother was working. And after that, we

had a nanny taking care of me and my sister on the week, Monday to Friday. J
(B1-180714-2)
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"I think we are together, but we do different things, like she is more taking care of

baby daily things, like washing... the laundry, or... yes, mostly laundry and these kinds
of thing, and me, | try to clean the house and the floor and the bathroom......and | try
to keep some of the thing working, to fix things when the thing is broken. But | think
we just share the house, we try to do different things...And | am the one bring my

daughter to the museum, because she works on Saturday, the gallery...... .

(B1-180714-2)
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| am the main person supporting the family......yup and my wife would do some

cooking and do the housework. She always stays at home...... To be a good father, as |
am a Muslim, we know how to be a good father from the beginning when you interact
with someone, and when you are a Muslim, you really know everything. The god

teaches you everything, you don't even learn from others. ; (B2-1070712-1)
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" Um, They never taught anything specific about being a good father, and | don't
think they have ever told me anything like: "This is what it takes to be a good parent",

| think they just tried to do that and let me do the same thing! 1 (B3-180713-1)
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" In the USA, for some people there were still strong gender expectation, but In my

family, there wasn't. Both of my parents worked...but my mother stayed at home to
take care of us when we were younger, but | don't think that was because she was a
mother (so she should take care of kids) she didn’t follow a specific way of gender
expectation. | think it maybe was more practically, because my father made more
money at that time and it made more sense, something like that, but | don't think

anyone forced her to. 1 (B3 —180716-2)
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" The grandmother always comes here 3 times a week, and the grandpa does it like (once) a

month. They just come and play with the kid, and they won't stay here for a night , unless
pay them or we hire some teachers for our son...... The teacher will come to my house to

teach him, but if there's some emergency, it's grandma that helps deal with it. J
(B2-180712-1)
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"if you don't have time at home with your kid, your kid will watch TV when he eats rice,

and maybe Youtube videos or snapchat......bla bla on the smartphone. | don't like it, because
| think the kids have to stay with their mom, when he comes back home, mom should be

ready not at work. s (B2-180712-1)
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| don't check information, because we have already have experience in Morocco, we have
many brothers and sisters, we know everything, so we don't have to look it up! | don't read
books, but my wife, she does. ; (B2-180712-1)
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" Because on the Saturday, she is with me, because Daisy (B05 REREH KK - 1E:3) is

working, so we try to go to do activities like sometimes we go to museum, Daisy's
gallery also, so she can see the art. We try to go with some friends to do the sports
activities, so she can run a little bit around. We do some shopping. We go to the

Xinyi(E1E/5&E) area, so she can walk in the mall, and then we can take a look at

clothes, or if | need to buy her some clothes or other things. 1 (B1-180624-1)
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" In Taiwan | wish we could be outside a little bit more, but outside... | am a little bit

scared of her being outside too long, because of the air quality is not always so good,
and also... | mean there's not enough park, a nice park and the big space. | think the
place we know, maybe it's not enough.We have been to Taichung, Pingtung and

Hsinchu, and also brought her back to Paris two times and Korea. 1 (B1-180624-1)
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T We had a nanny right after the second baby was born, we call that 44 5, nanny, | think

she stays a little longer than the usual mom. We did have her for a while, it was a short-time
when both of us were still working......She would come like in the evening, when | just
started working and my wife was almost leaving her job......sometimes she helped out, too.
Sometimes when we had emergency. Like we needed to take one child to the

hospital......just for the short-term. s (B3-180713-1)
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" Yup, So most days, average days, | would get up first with......usually my daughter at first,

and | will make breakfast, usually just toast and | make some coffee, and then......I wash kids
in the morning......dressed, brush teeth......and clean up the floor every morning. And do the

other chores, wash the clothes maybe......laundry, do some laundry in the morning. _
(B3-180713-1)
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" Because I'd like to let my wife sleep, because she usually has to take care of kids at night,

so she needs a little bit more sleep. So I'll take care of the kids in the morning. And then |
often try to take them out in the morning, before lunch to go to the
playground......something like that. There are lots of parks here, or maybe we will go to

the......if the weather is very hot or raining, we will go to the store, something like that. J
(B3-180713-1)
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T We choose only the Chinese ones, the private school is really expensive, and so...probably
we can't afford that. It will cost much more money. And we plan to go back to US a family,

like when they're in the elementary school. (B3-180713-1)
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Questionnaire on how Fatherhood is Practiced in Immigrant

Families in Taiwan

109.07.10

1. Basic information.

(1) Please tell me your age, citizenship, educational background, and what you
do for a living, including your work title, the length of time at work, and so
on.

(2) And how about your wife? Please also tell me the same things about her that
are mentioned in question number 1?

(3) How many people are in your family? Who do you live with? How many
children do you have? On the other hand, how old are your wife and your
children? And how long have you and your wife been married?

(4) How much money do you usually spend on your children a month? What
things do you usually spend on mostly?

2. Viewpoint on the Father Role

(1) Before you have become a father, what qualities did you think make a good
one?

(2) Now that you are a parent, what qualities do you think a good father should
have?

(3) What’s the difference of your life between when you are a parent and when
you weren’t?

(4) Have your parents ever taught you about “how to be a good father”, what
characteristics make a good father, or what things are a good father
supposed to do for his children?

(5) What is expected of a father in your home country? What are the
responsibilities that a father and mother are expected to take on respectively?
Do you parents conform to these expectations? If not, what’s the difference?
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3. Father Participation

(1) Who’s the main bread winner of your family? Who do you think should be
the main bread winner? Why?

(2) What’s your child’s daily routine? Who’s the primary caregiver of the
children? What do you think about the arrangement?

(3) -Are you going to have another child? If yes, what difference do you think
an additional child would make? Would parenting style change?

-1f your children are sent to kindergarten or a day-care center:

i. At what age did he or she start it? Which parent drives them to and
picks them up after school? If an emergency occurs at school, which
parent is responsible for dealing with it?

ii.  How do you know children’s school life?

iii.  What kind of school activities do you take part in? How often do
you participate in school events? Why?

iv.  Have you ever faced any problems when you participate in school
activities? If you have, please describe them in detail. Do you think
mothers should be more involved in children’s school life than
fathers? Have you ever thought an event should be mother-specific?
If so, please give an example? Have you ever felt it’s a bit awkward
for you to participate in school activities? Why?

(4) What’s the things that you’re in charge of at home? (e.g. household chores,
child-rearing responsibilities, etc.) And how about your wife? What do you
think about the division of labor between you and your wife?

(5) What do you do when you’re with your children? And what kind of
activities do you usually do in your daily life? When and how often do you
spend time with your children doing something together?

(6) Who do your children usually turn to when they encounter a problem? What
problem do your children usually ask you for help? And what do you do to
help them?

(7) Where do you acquire information on parenting methods? Why do you use
those platforms? Do you apply the methods or develop your own ways of
parenting?

(8) Do you discuss with your wife how to raise your children before they were
born? What is the focus of your discussion?

(9) Does your child-rearing style conflict with your wife’s because of different
cultural backgrounds? If yes, what’s the way for you and your wife to deal
with the conflict?
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4.  Social network

(1) Who is the person you are closest to in your family? And what does he or
she do to help you with your family?

(2) Have you ever asked that person for a favor such as taking care of your
children? How often does it happen?

(3) Isityou or your wife responsible for making social connections?

(4) How do your family interact/connect with your neighborhoods/community?
How often would that be? Please describe the experiences.
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