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Abstract

One of the most important debates in the distributive politics literature is who
receives allocation. However, previous studies on Taiwan’s distributive politics have
examined predominantly the role played by the president, legislators and the local
governments. The distributive strategies of local councilors have been overlooked. Few
explain the variations in the amount of resources within councilors’ electoral districts.
Using data on local infrastructure expenditures by 12th Taipei City councilors, this
article investigates how rational politicians allocate infrastructure resources in order to
maximize the probabilities of reelection, and whether local councilors use resources to

reward their core supporters or to expand their support bases.

According to descriptive analysis, we find that councilors do not allocate any
resource in most areas; hence, we identify two dimensions—whether to allocate and the
amount of money spent by councilors — to the mechanisms of resource allocation.
Based on empirical analysis, we first examine whether councilors tend to favor
important subconstituencies or not. The results indicate that councilors do reward their
core supporters with public resources to maintain their electoral bases. However, there
is no significant difference in the amount of resources no matter how important the area
is. Overall, our findings support the core hypothesis and point out that the allocation

mechanism of city councilors should be revised.

Keywords: Distributive politics, Pork barrel politics, Local councilor, Local

infrastructure expenditures, Multilevel analysis
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W W& F A ferr % (Bickers and Stein 1996; Stein and Bickers 1994; 1995;
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B R S 2 )]?e =~ 3t 3k 42 (Cox and McCubbins 1986; Crisp and
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Mayhew ([1974] 2004) &5 2 P e Fl R 4l o > & - v - L &F g iz
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1995) > 7 il pFs 5 3% % JF]’Z gk Sk E R A F Mayhew 732 (Alvarez
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