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Abstract

This research aims at understanding and analyzing the formation of Apple Daily Union. The
formation of Apple Daily Union, and its further success in signing “Editorial Autonomy
Agreement” with the management in a very short time was influenced by its chronological
context, which can be analyzed as follows: first, the merge and acquisition of Apple Daily News
by Want Want China Times Media Group created a sense of crisis that the journalists and editors
will lose editorial autonomy after the acquisition. Secondly, workers in Apple Daily recognized
there is something unique about Apple Daily as a press, and they also deeply identified with the
spirit of this brand, which is ‘the spirit of Apple Daily,” and not willing to see the spirit disappear.
Lastly, the President of Apple Daily, Jimmy Chee-Ying Li, is a trustworthy, heroic icon to his
employees. The employees became emotional after learning that Apple Daily was sold; they felt
betrayed by President Lai. The aforementioned factors resulted in a strong motivation for the
workers of Apple Daily to form the Apple Daily Union to fight for editorial autonomy and labor

conditions.

With the utilization of social media to promote the Union, the formation process, the
aggregation of participants, and the early stage protest events, was aware of and greatly assisted

by members, non-members and the general publics.

The editorial autonomy in the organization did not improve very much after signing the
agreement, mainly because the power of Union was limited. The power of the Union was

limited since they compromised on several causes.

The labor condition of the editorial sections and printing sections are quite different. While
workers in printing sections tend to demand on basic labors’ rights, workers in editorial section

tends to demand on more editorial autonomy.

News workers of Apple Daily approved and supported the achievement and value of the Apple
Daily Union. Also, there is improvement on the workers’ labor consciousness; however, it is still
not strong enough to motivate the workers actively participate in the movement to improve

labor conditions.

The Apple Daily Union is moving forward on advocacy of “Collective Bargaining Agreement”
to achieve their goal of improving labor conditions, maintaining the number of members, and

gaining their capability to bargain with the management.

Keywords: Apple Daily News, Media Trade Union, Editorial Autonomy, Collective Agreement,
Labor Conditions, Labor Consciousness
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