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Examining the
depiction of
economical
poverty and
inequality in
“Demon
Slayer” during

the Taisho Era

Demon Slayer (Kimetsu no Yaiba) is a Japanese manga written
and illustrated by Koyoharu Gotoge. The story is mainly set in
the Taisho period. Tanjiro Kamado, the protagonist, is in a
battle against the demon overlord Kibutuji Muzan and
subordinates with his colleagues of Demon Slayer Corp (Kisatu
Tai).

2016 to May 2020, with its chapters collected in 23 volumes.

It was serialized in Weekly Shonen Jump from February

These 23 volumes have become a big hit with more than 150
million copies in print.

There are many possible factors that contributed to the big
hit of "Demon Slayer". Some researchers point out this big hit
can be attributed to its detailed depiction of social
conditions in the Taisho era, although there are many
unrealistic and cartoonish depiction.

Therefore, many researchers, historians, and manga critics
have analyzed the social conditions depicted in "Demon Slayer"
from various academic perspectives. However, there are no
studies or books that focus mainly on "poverty" in the Taisho
era, which is a very significant element as a background and
stage setting for the story.

This paper analyzed whether the poverty depicted in " Demon

n

Slayer " is consistent with the real social situation of the




Taisho era, by using the results of recent poverty studies and
statistics. This analysis revealed that, "Demon Slayer" is

quite accurate in its depiction of poverty although there are
some mistakes. In particular, the Gini Coefficient estimates

for the Taisho period and other research indicate that the gap
between urban and rural areas’ depiction is accurately
portrayed. In addition, the tremendous salary difference

between ordinary soldiers and the Hashira (high-ranking

officers) of the Demon Slayer Corp is also considered to be at

a reasonable level, based on an analysis of the army salary s

at the time.

How "Golden
Kamuy" Became a
Representative
Japanese Manga:
Balancing
Cross—Cultural
Understanding
and

Entertainment

Satoru Noda’ s work "Golden Kamui" is widely regarded as one
of Japan’ s representative manga. However, there are many
sexual depictions in the work that are not inevitable in a
storyline typical of Japanese serialized manga for young
people, and it can be assumed that such depictions that
violate political correctness are far removed from
international and critical acclaim. Nevertheless, the reason
why this film is still highly acclaimed is thought to be due
more to its depiction of Ainu culture than to its impression
of sexuality.

This paper analyzes the depiction of elements related to Ainu
culture in "Golden Kamuy. The analysis shows that an important
characteristic of this work is more than "an accurate
introduction of the culture" but rather "an attitude of cross-
cultural understanding. In particular, the behavior of the
main character, Saichi Sugimoto, is the attitude of an
exemplary fieldworker, and his cultural relativism allows him

to utilize the sensitive subject of indigenous culture in a

contemporary manga.
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