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Abstract

Think-tank transformation of the media is thriving in Mainland China.
How to interpret the phenomenon? Based on the theoretical perspective of
legitimacy and using case study as research method, this article explores how
the mainland media reconstruct their legitimacy in the process of the think-
tank transformation. We argue that legitimacy reconstruction of mainland media
is realized at three levels, i.e., political, cognitive, and pragmatic legitimacy.
Politically, media’s think-tank transformation is encouraged and urged by
the government; cognitively, media staff engages in the redefinition of their
professional roles while adapting to the transformation; pragmatically, the
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journalists gain tangible personal benefits in the process which in turn have
strengthened media legitimacy. We conclude that, in the process of legitimacy
reconstruction, the media has turned themselves from a public service institution
which emphasizes independence from power to a public relation institution
which serves primarily the interest of the governments.

Keywords: Media, Mainland China, Digitalization, Think Tank, Legitimacy
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