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Abstract

Based on the contemporary theory of metaphor by Lakoff (1993), a cognitive

view toward metonymy by Kévecses & Radden (1998), and models of how metaphor

can interact with metonymy by Ruiz de Mendoza (2003), this thesis makes an effort

in exploring the cognitive-semantic mechanisms behind the 77 heart idioms collected

for this research. Although Niemeier (2003) has tried to explore the metaphorical and

metonymic bases for the heart idiomsin English, her analysisis not satisfactory and

can not meet the goal of this current research. A recategorization of heart idiomsis

therefore performed to encompass all the features exhibited by them before the

cognitive-semantic analysisis proposed.

The analysis of heart idioms discovers that afull explanation of their figurative

meanings requires the activation of all the five types of metaphor proposed by L akoff

(1993) and six out of the 15 types of metonymy-producing rel ationships proposed by

Ko6vecses & Radden (1998). Furthermore, to fully account for the figurative meanings

of heart idioms, the analysis also proposes six interaction models of between

metaphor and metonymy, two of which are proposed in Ruiz de Mendoza (2003) and

four of which are discovered by the current study.
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