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Summary

The issue of American Troops in Korea and its influence on the security of
Korea Peninsula have been paid close attention to by various countries of Northeast
Asia. This text tries to find out China's point of view, discussing the argumentation to
the topic of American Troops in Korea and the positions of relevant countries.

In the process of probing into the changes of security environment of Korea
Peninsula, this text divides the development of the regional situation of Korea
Peninsula generally into stable and unstable classes from the security angle. The
stable situation in the Cold War era includes the North and South Korea confidence
building measures, American containment and engagement policy, as well as the
check and balance in the multi-polar structure of Northeast Asia in the post Cold War
era, north and south Korea marches toward and conciliation, “the sunshine policy” of
South Korea and US alliance with Japan and South Korean etc.. In the meanwhile, the
unstable situation in the Cold War era includes the confrontation of America and
Soviet Union in Korea Peninsula, North and South Korea concentrating the massive
forces in line of 38 degrees of the north latitude, etc.. The regional situation was tense.
The pattern of North and South Korea confrontation keeps going in the post Cold War
era. Korea's small-scale conflict of north and south is constant. The development of
nuclear weapons of North Korea has caused two nuclear crises since the 1990s,
adding parameters to security and stability of the area.

In order to find out about the historical background of American Troops in
Korea, this text also discusses that the U.S. has changed the policy of its troops in
Korea Peninsula over the past 50 years. Since the broke out of Korean War in 1950,
U.S.A. dispatched troops to Korea Peninsula with the flag of the United Nations.
American South Korea mutual defense treaty signed in 1953 provided with legal
status of American troops stationed in Korea. American Troops so far stationed Korea
Peninsula from then on have been acting as deterrence to the potential invasion from
North Korea, thus keeping the balance of power of Korea Peninsula. Over half a
century and more, the US has already withdrawn the ground troops from Korea
Peninsula successively and transferred command right to South Korea progressively.
Take a broad view of the factors influencing American Troops stationed in Korea to
go or stay, situation changes of Korea Peninsula are regarded as main factors. In
addition, after attacked by terrorist on 11 September 2001, the U.S. has adjusted
fighting capacity to participate in the global anti-terrorism war. In 2004, the US and
South Korea reached the plan of adjusting American Troops in South Korea. In
addition, China, Japan, South Korea S. and Russia also exerted influence on the issue



of US troops in Korea.

The focal point planned to probe into for this text is China’s position and
attitude toward US force in Korea. Looking from the speech that all previous Chinese
leaders published from 1950s, China had insisted that any foreign military must
withdraw from Korea Peninsula to maintain the regional peace. The opinion of China
on American Army stationed in Korea is adjusted with era to some extent, from
emphasizing the obstacle of the peaceful reunification of Korea Peninsula in the past,
to recently affirming the contribution to the Northeast Asian peace and stability. By
the present stage, the way to expound the fact is slightly adjusted, but the position of
supporting the US force’s withdraw has not been changed yet.

The influence of China over Korea Peninsula improves gradually in the
Post-Cold War era. After establishing diplomatic relations with South Korea in 1992,
both sides kept the long-term, steady and good-neighborly relations. China’s
participation in dealing with North Korea nuclear crisis since 1994, participation in
Four Party Talks since 1997 to set up the peaceful mechanism in Korea Peninsula, and
urging two Koreas to succeed in holding the initial leader's summit in 2000 all
increased and showed China’s influence over Korean Peninsula. Meanwhile China
also seeks cooperation with the U.S. in Korea Peninsula, in order to promote the area
security and safeguard China's benefit.



