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Abstract

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, its dependent states such as Kazkstan,
Kygyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan declared for independence
respectively, which soon won support in the international community. With the advantages
of geo-strategic importance and abundant resources, Central Asia region became the arena
between superpowers. During the Cold War, the security of Central Asia region was closely
tied to the Soviet Union’s party-state system and its red army. Following the collapse of
Soviet Union, security mechanism disintegrated and resulted in “power vacuum” in this
region. Besides, there are “traditional security” and “non-traditional security” threats
behind. Thus, security threats and response strategies of the five newly established
countries mentioned above are the nucleus of research of this thesis.

This thesis adopts the methodology of levels analysis, with reference to “the concept
of actor (nation, region and war)” argued by Kenneth N. Waltz and studies the related
issues from three different levels---nation, region and international. First, in terms of
national level, the author analyzes state powers of the five countries from the structure of
authority (such as geo-strategy, population, natural resources, military capabilities, political
system, economic development, structure of society), proliferation of weaponry,
transnational crimes, drug economy etc. Second, in regional level, the discussion focuses on
the structure of religions, secessionism, religious extremism, international terrorism,
utilization of water resource, regional conflicts and territorial disputes. Third, in terms of
international level, the main points are national benefits, national strategy, geo-politics,
geo-economy, international conflicts and international cooperation.

The national security strategy of Central Asian states aims at ensuring the integrity of
territory, the independence of sovereignty, the right of existence and continuing
developments. The connotations of those issues can be reviewed and analyzed in the
aspects of diplomacy, economy, military and society. Generally speaking, for the deficiency
comprehensive national power, it is very hard for Central Asian states to achieve the goals
of national security strategy on their own. Consequently, these countries resort to “balance
of power” and “full engagement diplomacy” and aggressively develop economic and
military cooperation with the U.S., Russia, and PRC. In the meantime, they try to enhance
relationships of other countries with emphasis on economic cooperation. Although the
policy works as a whole, there are still vulnerable points. In particular, the formation of the
regional security strategy in Central Asia hinges upon the ultimate pursuit of the
consolidation and extension of the realistic regimes by the leaderships of various countries.
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