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Abstract

In the democratic operation process, when the director is unable meet the citizens
need, the citizen would express their autonomy by votes. Looking for one (or political
party) who could conform to the citizens demand takes the government (president) of
this country. Party rotation is a democratic sanction mechanism. That is an important
indicator for country achieving the democracy.

There are some factors must be considered while establishing voting behavior
models in the turnover elections. There mainly are the party identification or party
preference, the candidate image, and policy orientation. My thesis finds that party
realignment is the key variable for 2000 Mexican presidential election, but 2000
Taiwan presidential is not. Candidate image or candidate personality centers on
competence, likeability, honesty, reliability, and understanding people’s needs.
Candidate evaluation refers to an overall assessment of the candidates: it is measured
by way of “feeling thermometers”. My study found that candidate image is an
important factor in determining Mexican and Taiwan voters choosing the opposition
party candidate for a new president. The results shows that the policy issues, including
prospective economic voting and the salience issue of change influence people’s
voting choices.

Key words: party rotation, party realignment, candidate image, feeling
thermometers, prospective economic voting, the change salience issue





