Abstract

In the development of world literature, there is one phenomenon that is apparent
and cannot be ignored: certain typical imagery repeatedly appears in the literary
works among various topics; certain way of expressing ideology has been
intentionally or unintentionally re-used in the literary works at different times in the
history. Even in some classic literary works, profound thoughts and intertwining and
complicate emotions are always embedded in the traceable models or symbolic
symbols. This approach has become an empirically mental imagery of humankind
and implicitly carried the everlasting value that transcends time and space. In fact,
these themes have long been existed in the lives of humankind even in the mythology
and fables. They have also become very important sources of literary invention,
especially in the literary imagery and symbolization. "Peach"”, commonly seen in
Chinese literary works, is a symbol of this symbolization. It blooms on the stem of
literature, is ripe on burgeon of belief, and deeply roots in the soil of folk customs.
Its gradual increase in number is not only a source of food for ancient people, but also
has become the object which people will relate their wishes and imagination to. Its
growth not only needs to go through four seasons, cold, hot, wind and rain, but also it
has to withstand the cultural storms that are constantly changing and unstable over
thousands of years. These well-known symbolizations and effects such as personal
affection, marriage, delivery, birthday and death, group's praying for eliminating
catastrophe, driving off evils, avoiding disasters, and benison, are all its continuous
extensions and they are deeply imprinted in the growth rings in the culture of
humankind. This study attempts to start with studying the literature including
mythological classic books and world creation legends among China’'s minority races
to deduce the unconscious mentality associated with the peach that antiquity has put
into. We will also use evidences in literary works as a supplemental proof and study
the symbolic, cultural implication of peach imagery in Chinese literary works to
reveal its continuously existent and sustaining strength behind that transcends time
and space. Summaries of each chapter are as follows:

Chapter 1, Introduction: Research Motivation, Scope and Methodologies

It starts with the motivation and steps of this research. It also defines the research
direction to help effectively accomplish the objectives of this research and provide a
macroscopic view of this research. The method uses "Psychological Archetype"” of
Carl Gustav Jung (1875-1961) and "Literary Archetype™ of Northrop Frye (1912-
1991) as the base vision, and uses the literature as the primary research sources



supplementing with the unearthed literature, i.e. a methodology of using multiple
sources of evidences. By adopting this approach, we will identify and deduce the
metaphorical role of "Peach Imagery"” and explicate the profound meaning of "Peach
Literature”.

Chapter 2, Primitive Thought and Plants Worshipping

This chapter starts with the investigation of the thinking of antiquity's creation of
ancient mythology to understand the principles of creating mythology and explicate
the development of primitive thought (or myth thought). This will help capture the
characteristics of primitive thought to facilitate the following research in the
mythology and archetype. The "peach”, the primary role in this research, is a holy
tree second to hibiscus tree in China. Therefore, we will also investigate the
consciousness of plants worshipping based on the views of ancient people's reliance
on plants and the primitive thought of treating every thing to be a living being. At the
same time, we zoom in the worshipping of holy trees in China to depict the origins of
plant's holy and sacred imagery.

Chapter 3, Deification and Mythology of Peach

The creation of literary works is absolutely not an invention of any individual.
Literary works should be studied in the context of entire scope of literature. The
study in the literary history concludes that literature, as an organic entity, is rooted in
the primitive culture: the model of initial literature must trace back to the religious
ceremony, mythology and legend in ancient society. This chapter will mainly study
the "peach” in the mythology. In Chinese mythology, though there is no mythology
and legends centered around the peach, yet peach often shows up in activities or
events associated with figures in the mythology and in some research as well. In this
chapter, the author will base on a different angle of symbolization of symbols — use
peach as the primary theme supplementing with figures in mythology or events — and
use the method of reviewing mythology and archetype to re-investigate the
mythological imagery of peach and to depict the cumulative and settling original
imagery of peach in the mythology.

Chapter 4, Displacement: Peach Imagery in the Poem and Literature

Due to the attraction of Tao Yuanming's "Peach Blossom Shangri-la", the "arcadia"
becomes the pronoun of Chinese Utopia and has displayed strong strength of life in
Chinese culture. It also deeply influences the consciousness and conducts of Chinese



scholars. Though the topic of this chapter is "Peach Imagery in the Poem and
Literature™, the discussion will focus on the article of "Peach Blossom Shangri-la",
supplementing with the literature related to "Peach Blossom Shangri-la”, and
continue to adopt the method of reviewing mythology and archetype to explore and
reveal its implicit, inhibitive, and profound meaning.

Chapter 5, Displacement: Peach Imagery in Fable and Drama

Based on the angle of archetype review, the clue to induce the law of literary
development and evolution is the "displacement” of the archetype. The original
mythology and literature will be displaced into a new literary genre along with the
progressing of the development in the society. Therefore, after investigating the
origins of peach and mythology, and the "arcadia” imagery, this chapter will use more
literary works — mainly focusing on novels, dramas (for example, "Journal to the
West", "Peach Blossom Fan™), and fables (for example, the story of Emperor Wu of
Han China and the story of Liu ~ Ruan) to reveal peach's model of mythology and its
consciousness of archetype in the literary works, as well as how does it stimulate the
collective unconsciousness: concern toward life.

Chapter 6, Conclusion: Archetype of Life

After investigating the symbolic implication of peach from mythology to literature,
this chapter will draw conclusions of this research — using the symbolic implication of
peach to depict humankind's resisting mentality against death. Even until nowadays,
we still can see various cultures of symbolization appearing in the folklore events that
use peach imagery. The common mentality behind may be explained as that
humankind's strong denial against death over many generations and the unchanging
longing for eternal life.
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