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Abstract:

The Third Wave of Democracy
came to Sub-Saharan Africa in the early
1990s. Many countries rule by military
or one dominant party began to call for
National Affairs Conference paving the
way for lifting of ban on political parties
and holding of open democratic
elections. Among these developments,
there were those who oversaw the
transition without contesting for office
and were thus highly respected, e.g.,
Amadou Toumani Touré of Mali.
Some long time autocratic rulers lost
their hold of powers when open and free
elections were held, e.g., Hastings
Kamuzu Banda of Malawi, Kenneth
Kaunda of Zambia, Denis




.- Sassou-Nguesso of the Republic of
Congo and Mathieu Ahmed Kerekou of
Benin. These developments and
election results instilled a sense of
optimism among long term observers of
Africa to the extent that they claimed
such as “The Second Independence” of
the continent.

However, among the five Western
African countries under studied in this
research project, the report card is a
mixed and basically not positive one.
Nigeria’s military leaders had resisted
democratization and even annulled a
free presidential election before finally
réturn the country to civilian rule.
Liberia has been basically under a state
of civil war since 1989. In 1994, the
first military coup took place in the
Gambia since its independence. Sierra
Leone has experience democratization,
military coup, and civil war throughout
most of the decade. Only the
democratization experience in Ghana
can be considered to a successful one.
Not only has it completed three
successive presidential elections, Ghana
also went through its very first of
alternation of party in power. The
democratization experiences in these
five West African nations include
transition,  democratic
consolidation and democratic reversal.

democratic

Keywords: Democratization,
Democratic  Transition, Democratic

Consolidation, Democratic Reversal
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