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Elderly gay men face a double exclusion and rejection
from the heterosexual society and the gay community.

As gay men, they must remain invisible in order to
survive in a heterosexual society ; as elderly men,



their aged bodies are not well received in the gay
community. Since the family is considered the main
source of care in one’ s old age, growing old and
being alone has been an anxiety for most Taiwanese
gay men. This study was initiated by a group of young
gay men with a desire to see elderly gay men s
lives. Adopting participatory action research, the
research team conducted life history interviews with
twenty elderly gay men. Analysing seven life stories,
this article investigates how Taiwanese elderly gay
men experience their old age in Chinese cultural
context. We found that, first, while some elderly gay
men adopted stereotypic approach to understand their
homosexual orientation as an illness, others
perceived gay deserved equal rights like other
people. Second, i1dentities of Taiwanese elderly gay
men are fluid due to their choice of marriage. We
found that many Taiwanese elderly gay men married
because producing an heir to carry on the family name
1s considered the duty of a son. Rather than seeing
marriage and gay, the married gay men negotiated
marriage and gay life within the family ethic
discourse, by defining the time of being out as the
end of their family responsibility. Our findings
challenge the taken-for-granted dichotomy of being
gay and getting married. For these Taiwanese elderly
gay men, being gay and fulfilling family
responsibility are not incompatible. Third, those
Taiwanese elderly gay men who decided not to marry
would have to adopt various strategies to cope with
pressure from the family. Leaving home is the most
common strategy they used. Being a queer is to become
a person in continuous forms of diaspora for these
gay men who disobey social norms of family ethics.
[ronically, Taiwanese gay men who did not marry tend
to fall into the role of caregiver for their aged
parents. Forth, Taiwanese elderly gay men have mixed
feeling about gay community. They are strongly aware
of the stereotypes toward old age in the gay
community. The status as consumer offers a viable
resistant subjectivity to this ageist discourse. But,
the elderly gay men expected a gay-only community in



their old age in order to be themselves.

# 2 M4t 0 elderly gay man, ageism, life course, action
research, aging theory, politics of identities
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Abstract

Elderly gay men face a double exclusion and rejection from the heterosexual society and the gay
community. As gay men, they must remain invisible in order to survive in a heterosexual society; as elderly
men, their aged bodies are not well received in the gay community. Since the family is considered the main
source of care in one’s old age, growing old and being alone has been an anxiety for most Taiwanese gay men.
This study was initiated by a group of young gay men with a desire to see elderly gay men’s lives. Adopting
participatory action research, the research team conducted life history interviews with twenty elderly gay men.
Analysing seven life stories, this article investigates how Taiwanese elderly gay men experience their old age
in Chinese cultural context. We found that, first, while some elderly gay men adopted stereotypic approach to
understand their homosexual orientation as an illness, others perceived gay deserved equal rights like other
people. Second, identities of Taiwanese elderly gay men are fluid due to their choice of marriage. We found
that many Taiwanese elderly gay men married because producing an heir to carry on the family name is
considered the duty of a son. Rather than seeing marriage and gay, the married gay men negotiated marriage
and gay life within the family ethic discourse, by defining the time of being out as the end of their family
responsibility. Our findings challenge the taken-for-granted dichotomy of being gay and getting married. For
these Taiwanese elderly gay men, being gay and fulfilling family responsibility are not incompatible. Third,
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those Taiwanese elderly gay men who decided not to marry would have to adopt various strategies to cope
with pressure from the family. Leaving home is the most common strategy they used. Being a queer is to
become a person in continuous forms of diaspora for these gay men who disobey social norms of family
ethics. Ironically, Taiwanese gay men who did not marry tend to fall into the role of caregiver for their aged
parents. Forth, Taiwanese elderly gay men have mixed feeling about gay community. They are strongly aware
of the stereotypes toward old age in the gay community. The status as consumer offers a viable resistant
subjectivity to this ageist discourse. But, the elderly gay men expected a gay-only community in their old age
in order to be themselves.

Key words: elderly gay man, ageism, life course, action research, aging theory, politics of identities
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Name: Frank T.Y. Wang
Dept: Graduate Institute of Social Work
Inst: National Chengchi University
Country: Taiwan
Email: tywangster@gmail.com

Countries in East Asia are deeply influenced by Confucian thinking which views the care of older people as a
family responsibility. As a result, family care is framed as a private issue rather than a public matter. Because
care is seen as responsibility, carers rarely think of themselves as citizens with rights. To name oneself as a
carer in the East Asian context is therefore a political move, through which carers lay claim to recognition and
rights as citizens. Making caring a public issue has been a long struggle for the women’s movement in Taiwan.
Like many other countries Taiwan is introducing and expanding its policies to address the need for long-term
care. The long term care insurance scheme is expected to cover all citizens on a social insurance basis.
Women’s groups are divided on the issues of cash benefit. Those who are against cash benefit, using Japan and
Scandinavian countries as examples, argue cash benefit will reinforce women’s role as care giver within the
family. Furthermore, cash benefit will encourage families to hire migrant care workers and offer limited job
opportunities for local women. On the other hand, those who are proponent for cash benefit, using German as
an example, argue cash benefit provides a choice and income security for women. This presentation will
examine how race and class divide women’s groups on their struggle for recognition of family care.
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CONFERENCE INVITATION

Description of the conference
European Conference for Social Work Research (ECSWR 2013), 20 — 22 March 2013, Jyvaskyla

Organized by the University of Jyvéskyla www.jyu.fi/ecswr2013

“Welfare states are going through substantial processes of change all over the world. Retrenchment, privatization and outsourcing
have characterized the development of the last two decades, transforming the institutional design of welfare policies and leading to
reduced public responsibility over well-being of individuals and families. The changes have had considerable effects on professional
practices as well as on everyday lives and social rights of citizens, bringing increased wealth, but also inequality, marginalization and
poverty.

The third conference of a major annual series will bring together researchers and research users across Europe and internationally to
exchange research ideas, findings, developments and applications. The conference series aspires to a high standard of research
presentations and a significant role in shaping the development of social work. By drawing on a wide constituency the intention is to
open up the potential for cross-cultural learning within and beyond Europe, and for developing the quality of social work research
internationally.”

The invited person

We have invited Frank T.Y. Wang to the conference as a keynote speaker. The title of his presentation will be
“When Family meets Citizen: Struggling for Recognitions of the Invisible Family Care in Taiwan”.
Financial matters

The conference organization will offer travelling and accommodation for the keynote speakers.

Contact details of the invitor

Elina Hallman Conference Secretary /ECSWR2013  University of Jyvaskyla

Social Work, Faculty of social sciences, P.O. Box 35, FI-40014 University of Jyvaskyla, Finland
ecswr2013@jyu.fi Tel: +358401834541

Jyvéskyld, November/20/2012
Elina Hallman
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Wang, Frank T.Y. & Jason Ferguson (2010) Growing old and queer in Taiwan:
Oral history interview with elderly gay Taiwanese men. Paper presented
in 2010 The International Conference on Queer Diaspora. June 11-12, 2010.
Taipei, Taiwan.

0’ Neill, Brian; Kimura, Mariko; Mule, Nick ; Tikkanen, Ronny Heikki ;
Sanchez, Hernando Munoz ; Sewpaul, Vishanthie; Wang, Frank Tsen-Yung
(2012) Advancing human rights in relation to gender & sexual diversity:
An agenda for social work education. Oral presentation in Social Work
Social Development 2012: Action and Impact conference. 8-12 July, 2012.
Stockholm: Sweden.
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