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The development of a European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP) is a
thoroughly ambitious project. Whereas for decades security and defense were taboo
subjects for European integration, the European Union (EU) is now intend on
providing itself with ‘the capacity for autonomous action’, backed up by credible
military forces in order to respond to international crises. Two huge coordination
challenges arose : military capabilities and security policy itself. The Irag war of 2003
appeared to have driven a further wedge between ‘new’ and ‘old’ Europeans. There
were therefore likely to be fierce constitutional squabbles not only over
decision-making but also over the very scope of the ESDP. Meanwhile, on the ground,
in 2004 for the first time ever, EU military forces were engaging in — and preparing to
engage in further — combat missions. If the ESDP was to make progress towards the
stark new world of operational capacity, new forms of flexible cooperation would be
required.

If the ESDP project is carried through, the EU will emerge as an important actor in
the field of crisis management, collectively known as the ‘Petersberg Task’. But
where will ‘Petersberg Task’ be implemented ? Is a world-wide range of action
imaginable or will the ESDP focus on just a few key areas ? Which interests have to
be defended ? This program set out to provide an explanatory framework for
understanding the above-mentioned problems. It aims to illustrate and examine the
potential influence of the ESDP.

Key words : Coalition of the Willing - European Security and Defense Policy
(ESDP) -~ Security and Confidence and Security-Building
measures(CSBMs) - ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) ~ New
Guidelines for Japan-US Defense Cooperation.
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Transregional Security Cooperation after September 11, 2001 :
Comparison between U.S.-EU and Asia-Europe security cooperation
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