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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out the interaction and friend making status
among students in a junior high school class by observing variations of dynamic
friendship network during a long period of time.

In research method, this study includes both quantitative and qualitative ways.
For the quantitative section, we use the results of nine questionnaires, which are
produced from September 2010 to October 2011, to yield dynamic network chart by
applying NETDRAW software. In addition, we use UCINET software to do data
analysis and density test. We also compare the changes of the density of network from
the previous one to see if the density is influenced by school special events. For the
qualitative section, we use the quantitative analysis results, accompanied by the
researcher’s observation, interviews, and the viewpoints about campus activities, to
analyze the possible reasons of varied dynamic friendship network. We hope the
results may be acted as one of the references for teachers in class group counseling.

The conclusions of this study are as follows:

1. Class dynamic friendship network can help class teachers to understand students’
friendship status.

2. Students’ friendship networks and density may be changed by school activities or
special events.

3. The subgroups in class, the boys can be divided into big and small groups, while
girls can be divided into active dominant groups, non-mainstream groups,
introverted groups and marginalized groups.

4. The interaction between boys and girls, girls” boundaries are clear, not having much
interaction. Boys’ boundaries are not obvious. They have frequent interactions.

5. The main reason for the difference of networks’ density between boys and girls is



that they have different definitions on “friend’.

. It is difficult to change the edged out phenomenon if the class teacher does not deal
with the problem that some students being marginalized promptly.

Based on the above, the recommendations of this study are as follows:

. For future researchers, choose young people as the participants and use more
quantitative and qualitative research on the study.

. Instructors should assist and help those who are isolated immediately.

. Different grouping can enhance the interaction for those who are not familiar with
others.

. Class teacher can master students’ friendship status via questionnaires.

. School can offer interpersonal courses to let young people learn how to get along

with others.

Keywords: dynamic friendship network, class group counseling, density, small group,

centrality, bootstrap standard error
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