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Abstract

"Scholars" across from the Yuan and Ming Dynasty to reign name of Ming emperor is almost
hundred years. Ambitious space-time performs the rich cultural connotation of the text. Moreover,
fiction satire not only aims at the distortion of the people's wealth and fame, but also determines
the choice of narrator vision: a cross-section of age. Cutting from all social classes, "Scholars"
focuses on the mindset of the people in the performance of fame and wealth. What’s more, the
works conveys the reality of corruption, moral backwardness and social ideals of the heart.

From the description of the important life etiquette, the writer found that "Scholars" not only
shows folkways in that time, but also reflects the fallen "Scholar" class. literary output transmits
the fate of official corruption and depravity, literati and the ordinary people’s sentiment and value
the pursuit of life. All this bring out the tastes of Dynasties in culture and life aspects.

Hsia said: "The Scholars” is the greatest literary works. That’s because it show the aspect of
eighteenth-century Chinese customs and deep culture." The author’s ritual thoughts were brought
out by the activity which is offering a sacrifice to Tabor Temple. This activity also shows the
expression Confucian ideal of political indoctrination.

However, after then, scholars scattered and the temple eventually decayed. This situation also
shows the vicissitudes of fate to reality so this study attempts to investigate the arrangement of
"Scholars" in its characters and narrative techniques. The author’s contemplation has many-sided
narrative strategies. They two aspects evoke "Scholars" overall concern for social custom
description.

This study aims to narrative "Scholars" on etiquette description from Tabor rituals, weddings
and funerals. Etiquette description plays an important role in this literature. It’s obvious to discover
from the length of the literature. Moreover, it reveals how close the customs and the rituals to
people’s daily life. There are many ceremonies in "Scholars". But with different narrations, there
are different meanings in the ceremonies. It’s obvious to see the custom reveal the manners and
morals of the time. All this express how the author put more emphasis on decorum in practice.
Even though, the contexts are around fame and fortune. From others words and self-behavior on
contradiction, the author estimates the pros and cons in different classes. The author still put his
passion in self-life experience and social thinking although narrating calmly is on Tabor Temple’s
development and falling. And then, the author became demoralized because of the disagreement
of common custom. The main line which reflects how empty the life rituals are on that time is on a
marriage and death ceremonial. Behind ridiculous rituals, it is not only a kind of laughable irony,

but also a kind of silent complaint for the author.

Keywords: Scholars, Jing-Zi, Wu, customs, Weddings and rituals, rites ritual, narratology
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