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Experiencing Chinese Language and Culture Learning through a
University Student Club
— A Case Study on Two International Participants of a University
Chorus
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Abstract

In recent year, more and more international students have come to Taiwan learning
Chinese. However, until recently researchers generally paid little attention to international
students’ out-of-class or informal learning activities. There is little understanding of how
Chinese learners coming to Taiwan live and learn in such a different culture with a new
language. What kinds of difficulties and challenges do they have? How could the
educational institutions help them in a proper way? International students’ life beyond the
classroom surely deserves more attention. In this study, the researcher conducted in-depth
interviews with two international students. These two female students studied Chinese in
the Language Center of a Taiwanese university and later became graduate students of the
university. In the process they have also participated in the university chorus. Collecting
and analyzing their stories, I tried to figure out how the experience of participating in the
chorus benefits their language learning and cultural understanding. Both of the
participants pointed out two main benefits at the early stage of the chorus participation.
First of all, by being in the chorus they had plenty of chances to make friends with
Taiwanese students in comfortable and friendly situations. Second, the activities and
singing at the club provided them relief from the pressure of life. They find themselves
getting more ideas about the Taiwanese students’ common attitude in dealing with daily
life, which provided clues about Taiwanese people’s thought processes and helped
develop cultural understanding. Both found that Taiwanese people have strong passions
for helping international visitors, but also tend to set up a great wall between themselves
and the international visitors, especially after a certain period of time. As to the two
participants’ focus on developing speech ability, they suggested that joining the chorus
provided them with chances to speak Chinese face to face to Taiwanese, which was
highly useful in improving their confidence. Based on the result of the study, participating
in a student club could contribute to language learning experiences particularly in terms
of deriving encouragement and building confidence. Pedagogical implications are

provided at the conclusion chapter.
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