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Abstract

Modal particles are very important in Mandarin Chinese. By just adding one
modal particle to a sentence, speakers are able to express their various feelings, moods or
attitude. Language always changes because of differences in time and space. This study
focuses on two areas of Mandarin usage, Taiwan and Malaysia, to discover the
differences in use of modal particles between them.

In this study, we attained authentic materials by situational conversations with 30
subjects. The situational conversation based on Qi (2002) mentions 6 kinds of traditional
modals plus 3 types (sigh, contingent and reminder) which are used to design a modal
particle experiment. This study not only focuses on authentic materials, but also uses
Sinica Corpus to verify the functions of the modal particles.

The common modal particles used in Taiwan and Malaysia are “a, ba, h, €”. One
that is only used in Taiwan is “O”, and in Malaysia is “le”. Although these two countries

actually use “le”, the pronunciation is different.
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