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An analysis of Japan’s manipulation on the
“cross-strait policy” — “One China Policy”
and “Undetermined Status of Taiwan” as
analytical factors

Abstract

The confrontation and entanglement between China and Taiwan since 1949 is
one of the most important factors which influence the situation in East Asia. The
Taiwan Strait situates on the sea lines of communication (SLOC ) ,which supplies
energy and food essential to Japan . Under the circumstances, cross-strait situations
may significantly affect Japan’s economy and security. Also contributed by the half
century memory on Taiwan occupation, Japan has high concern to the Taiwan affairs,
especially when considering cross-strait issues. On the other hand, for both leaders of
China and Taiwan, they acknowledge Japan as the second most crucial international
factor to the Taiwan issue next to the United States. For one perspective, Japan’s
perception on the cross—strait issues oftentimes has been critically observed by both
leaders in China and Taiwan.

China regards “One China Policy” as the main principle to deal with any matter
between Taiwan and China. Alternatively, another factor “Undetermined Status of
Taiwan” theory, which resulted from the residuals of World War I1 , is welcomed by
the states or people who finds “One China Policy” controversial.

Ever since Japan established diplomatic relations with China in 1972, being
supportive to the “One China Policy ” in international occasions has been a
diplomatic custom to the Japanese. Nevertheless, “Undetermined Status of Taiwan”
theory is a choice of the right- wing politicians in Japan and constantly influences
Japan’s attitude towards cross-strait issues in an implicit way.

After 1990’s , the cross- strait political environment was formed by the
interaction of “China rising” and “Taiwanese localization movement ( or the
emergence of Taiwanese nationalism ) . The purpose of this article is trying to identify

the impact of “One China Policy ” as well as “Undetermined Status of Taiwan” on



Japan’s “cross-strait policy” in the political ambiance stated above . These factors are
further examined and explained on their degree of contributions to the Japan’s

“cross-strait policy”.

Keyword : cross-strait relations, One China Policy, Undetermined Status of Taiwan,

Sino-Japan relations, Taiwan-Japan relations
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