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Abstract

With the advancement of internet and technology, the discourse-centered models of
democratic participation represent as a virtual electronic public forum through the utilization
of internet and ICTs nowadays. Undoubtedly, without the limitation of time and space, the

online forum not only promotes the creativity of civil intercourse and the exchange of
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information, but also enlarges the implication of public deliberation.

Can the effects of internet and ICTs on deliberative democracy help us to go through the
dilemma existing in the reality of deliberate democracy? How to interpret the differential
perspectives among scholars? These are crucial issues which need to be examined.
Accordingly, this study tends to demonstrate the relationship between the internet use and
deliberative democracy via the idea of public deliberation, public sphere, democratic

communication theory and empirical research from other countries.

Keywords : deliberative democracy, information and communication technologies,

cyber/ on-line public forums, public sphere, public/ citizen participation.
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