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Life Writing & Representations of Arts

in the Works of Taiwanese Aboriginal Women A-Wu
and Ebu

Ying-Ying Chien ~ Meng-Chun Lai
Abstract

For the Taiwanese aboriginals who have long been oppressed, trauma and identity are
important themes in their life writing. In the 90’s, Taiwanese aboriginal women start working on
the representation of culture by combining issues of “self, gender, and ethnicity” in their works.
This paper attempts to discuss the works of the Taiwanese aboriginal women writer A-Wu and
visual artist Ebu by way of “inter-textual reading”. At the same time, the strategy and differences
between the two artist’s works about trauma and identity will be analyzed and compared. The two
aborigianl women artists care about the issues of “women/subjectivity” very much in their text :
A-Wu develops narratives of trauma and identity through body and voice, while Ebu uses the

so-called “iconography of female body” to heal traumas, and rewrite her life stories.

Keywords : Taiwanese aboriginals, life writing, representations of arts, women’s

subjectivity, trauma and healing, gender/ethnicity and identity



