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Responding to Ghosts:
When Political Specters Encounter
the Ethical Face

Chung-hsiung Lai

ABSTRACT

Responding to ghosts as a belief, a promise and a passage
(of justice from indecision to decision) illustrates the main
examination of this paper—what happens when Derrida’s
political specters encounter Levinas’s ethical face. Do ghosts
exist? How can we deal with ghosts if we have already found it
difficult to deal with human beings? What kinds of attitudes
should we take to face ghosts? In the postmodern condition, the
re-turning phenomenon of the repressed others as imminence
indicates the haunting of the discursive specters cloaked in the
crisis of contemporary politics, history, ecology, race, culture,
gender, class, literature and so on. Accordingly, there is a
growing trend of responding to ghosts nowadays. It not only
reveals a political desire to communicate with the dead but also
expresses an ethical interrogation for the unsaid justice. And yet
how can we link Derrida’s hauntology of spectropolitics to
Levinas’s face of the Other to shoulder these urgent
responsibilities in the 21 century? To respond to the
contemporary re-turning phenomenon of ghosts, the aim of this
paper attempts to draw this link by reading Levinasian ethical
philosophy alongside Derrida’s Specters of Marx. This main
task will be undertaken in three sections: 1) the ghost as the
imminent threatening of the dead; 2) the ghost as the saying of
the ethical language; 3) the ghosts as a promise of messianic
hope.

KEYWORDS: Derrida, Levinas, Marx, ghosts, politics, ethics
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