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The Influence of Pacific Economic Cooperation
Council (PECC) in APEC: The Role and Status
of International Non-Governmental
Organizations in Asia-Pacific Region

Ya-wen Yu*

Abstract

With the development of globalization, international relations nowadays no longer
refer to separate bilateral relations between states, but have already evolved into a global
interdependent world. Non-state actors, such as NGOs, have more say in international
communities, and their roles and status have become more important. In Asia-Pacific
region, NGOs such as PBEC, PATFAD and PECC play important roles in the field of
regional economic cooperation, especially PECC have continually assisted APEC to
achieve the goal of regional economic cooperation since 1989. This article would like to
probe into the following issues: the development of regional economic cooperation and
the origin of PECC, the role and status of PECC in APEC, and the influences of PECC to
APEC on the fields of TILF and ECOTECH. Finally, this article concluded the
contributions of PECC and other NGOs in Asia-Pacific region, and then evaluated the

impact of current East Asia regionalism upon the development of NGOs in this region.

Keywords: PECC; APEC; Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs); Trade and
Investment Liberalization and Facilitation (TILF); Economic and Technical
Cooperation (ECOTECH); east asia regionalism.
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