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Political Opportunity Structure and Study of
Social Movement

Ming-Sho, Ho

Abstract

Recently, political opportunity structure, or the degree of
openness of political system for collective actor, is a key concept in
the study of social movement. This paper takes a critical analysis of
this concept by first reviewing the diverse research trends leading to
the discovery of political process theory, and secondly, meeting
contemporary criticism by clarifying some misunderstandings. For
the former goal, this paper reviews the early theoretical development
in order to bring into picture how different research areas facilitated
the discovery of politics in social movement. Regarding the current
theoretical challenges, this paper puts forward the following
suggestions. First, researchers should delimit its application range in
advance and specify the dimensions that are going to be explained by
this concept. Second, the statist assumption is central in defining
political opportunity structure, and helps to distinguish resource and
opportunity. Third, the degree of openness is a relative term to
describe the political opportunity structure. Social movement is
suggestible to multi-dimensional influences. Last, research on
political opportunity structure should avoid determinist stand and
focus on the interaction in stead. Short-term events, making
opportunity, and middle level of causal mechanism should be
re-integrated in to the research agenda.

Keywords: Political opportunity structure, social movement, resource
mobilization theory, state.
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