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The purpose of this project is to outline how the
post-totalitarian attribute of the Chinese party-
state shapes the trajectory of political development
in China in the reform era. For the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP), “intra-party democracy” and “grass-
root democratic elections” represent two different
political options. Since the late 1990s, the CCP has
encouraged local leaders to adopt various kinds of
reform trials on “intra-party democracy” while
contained the adoption of “grass-root democratic
elections” to a higher administrative level. By
making this decision, the CCP wants to protect one-
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party rule from the threat of public contestation,
revealing the impact of post-totalitarianism. In
addition, only those reform trials of “intra-party
democracy” which are consistent with the top-down
centralized commanding system in the CCP can be
sustainable and be adopted wider in regional scopes
and higher at administrative levels. This also
demonstrates the effect of post-totalitarian
attribute on China’ s political trajectory.
Accordingly, this project attempts to argue that

“Intra-party democracy” 1is an instrument of
consolidating the CCP’ s grasp on power, rather than
a carrier of democratic value.

Chinese Communist Party, intra-party democracy,
grass-root elections, one-party rule, up-down
centralized commanding system, post-totalitarianism
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