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“From Kant to Hegel?”

—The Ambiguity of the Conception of “the
Pragmatic History of Human Spirit”

Weimin Shi

Fichte’s conception of a pragmatic history of human spirit was
adopted by Schelling’s System of Transcendental lIdealism and
Hegel’s Phenomenology of Spirit in the history of German Idealism.
Thus, the Phenomenology of Spirit is often placed by interpreters in
the context of the successive realization of the conception of a
pragmatic history of human spirit, while it is presupposed that Fichte,
Schellling and Hegel shared a common theoretical project. Yet this
approach ignores that the term “spirit”—or “consciousness”—was
used equivocally in the context of the realization of Fichte’s
conception of a pragmatic history of human spirit in the German
Idealism. This paper shall clarify this equivocality as it is found in
some works of Fichte and Schelling

Keyword: J. G. Fichte, F. W. J. Schelling, G. W. F Hegel,
spirit, consciousness.
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