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1.1. Charles Taylor % X 1k % 7t %
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I E %'P“?’U (the politics of dlfference) s TFI 2 9R7S LA SRR
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- [ TSRVE- o T ﬂ?fu R “L?i (TR ALY - P
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Holenstein 7 < {~#f!Z ZFlif# (interkulturelle Verstandigung) fi9
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= Foe YT R M ERE 2 FE= (romantisches Model) » 357

= ORgRE 2 A (FREERE Holenstein B 7 1108 = g V1) o ‘iiﬁ
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FEHF FEJFfr* BU JI {2 IPOESE IR T S HIRE (Holenstein,
1998. 260) -
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(Welsch 1999: 198) - ¥f-a ¥ [ PJF ) FTE | H A [ ﬁmmﬂﬁ”ﬁw
HR PR SRS (I SRR L
AL R o SRR IR S E - B i pa
F - S S S R P R B P R
B B PR IO LD 7 £~ DR R e o B
fiv = T‘ffiﬂﬂ[ﬁm °
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ST R IBHRTY T - i SRHE B g - T -

fﬁi?ﬁi‘ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ HRVEe - e (Herder, 1969: 184; 2002: 40) ;EHJTF{IJ
RE [P (20 S PRI ) PR 2 RS RIS T 5
lﬁ'?"" 8 YF‘] LS EI E—J/Elszp l“gpﬂ?}bm’éﬁ-@f’jy ]J%;QF[’:J il 3 *mg[ L=
et | fpypL [?YWM%T PIERIR - FRIRE > B *E'ﬁ‘i?\lfﬁ?ﬂi_[“
R ﬂ% EEaNEE wwkaﬂﬁ#ﬁii FESCRE T
P AL &Jﬁ?’ﬁ TP R g jﬁ%u% -Fé[ SRR
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R ﬁ‘?lfu‘J RS PSR [ RV RS WM -

2\ g ehe A

FRIBSEFY [~ g L 2 S~ oo V[ o i Sl
PR Tt (Bildung) o~ 9 TERLSCE Y0 [IRIRL ) ¢ 1
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R ERELY R SURRLEE Y [ ’TPf“FVéifé P BT
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PUSFRIRIOBIS - @ @ W E- SRR BERLIIRARE) -
‘Ejﬁl[ﬂ [~ AR i%g Lipjﬂj:hyj?ﬂi—ﬁ[ i Jfpd 2 T

2 BREHN A B R P2 RN ERES A B BN B Ty
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4.) (Ideen zur Philosophie der Geschichte der Menschheit, 1784-1791)

;““ (iR R g I - ETHTFIE o Sl S F TR R
lﬁliﬁﬁﬁr'ﬁi PR TR B R 4
T BB OB A BUA o B T SRR P R O - -

e f“fiiﬁ)f;‘;p&]ﬁ/,%i%@ TR Ve e IpJ?ﬁF[-ﬁﬁ FF
(=2 A e o @ (P2 (= o i B - @ﬁT
%—-T‘iﬁf‘gj%gilg—&fgﬂi z & ATEJZ;FIJ#%F ﬂ:rilr?%n T [ Jpu =
B HIRRL A u SRR T i) PR L TR
D LR PRSI RO (7 R I ¢ PR
ORI lﬁi&lfﬁ*gﬂﬁllﬁ » UHERLEUE I R -

SEEFL [ BN 5 g = 1 P IR =8 -

o AREMB e £ A - HE S A% (Humanita)

ﬁrﬁvﬁﬁtl’ TS - |‘Pﬁ’§lgu%q@“}i“ ﬁﬁ‘??u b= PR
= F‘Jﬁﬁ P P H P RS - Y S A
(Herder, 1969: 280; 2002: 179) - E\F o lttﬁéﬁf}ﬂf\_ﬁf"*r? By
(attached to the earth) » {LIp5— T i pll 208 AU £ F
(seeds of immortality within him) o~ ==L PyE PRI I g 7 iy
s F - R AR (instinct) Wi ARSI 1 ol A

3 % #E % EOTIETG Y% P 35 Journal meiner Reise (1769) (Journal of my Voy-
age in the Year 1769, in Herder, 1969: 63-113)
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3]: TR F{Jﬁl?qﬁ.F e E [Lﬁﬁu ]E{@ T HE"‘*J?J VEE
.iii ) &%{F%&Iﬁ{l e iR L Y 2 IFH—¢ (E3R [ t'*‘ Ll, gjusf,

R IR e N N R S iE’TT pLH =
_ [4 I8 EJ J,f?ﬁuiﬂ\rfﬂu ST i['iﬁf'g [E,sjj\%»%»\ , ijuEI
BT AR LY 1 L S I
M ER S % (Herder, 1969: 281; 2002: 179) -

ﬁfﬁﬁ'-ﬂ'f?'ﬁg e (Humanitél)’ig%f}ﬁ\ FRL— T“E**JI’*W%PW*
[EEEIIEN *?ﬂi‘ FilBEE | Uﬁ?‘i [E R U N WA R T
FHEDT S AT [?E o PTRRREE ekl B N E3iE
AR~ RS *Jijp[guf e "J‘Jﬁ; FIIRpOR g e o (H P e b
MEeIRE v & [~ pu sy Bl A T RS EE ST (Herder, 1969:
271; 2002: 149) -

SRR TorR] BERL LR 18 1 S RLITAR 1 1 e R
E; ﬁ f' [;F“ S A ;‘(fFlj r:“ ‘bq‘ THEREL Y S %l‘fi_?*ﬁfﬂ ) i
,J[Egl [J;\%EE o Iphﬂ@r fFré(i@FJ% MSEREL P & %p"fjf{ﬂ?ﬁ "* ‘F*

“o (TR = e MRy J?’é@a VRN E R R “JEWJT
il j gﬂﬁju o ’ﬁ&]rj pu st ;q‘rijﬁj[] * (Do not unto others what
you would not wish them to do unto you) (Herder, 1969: 270; 2002:
147) < SO 1% (reciprocity) it B fERL 2 S VR
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On Herder’ s Understanding of
Culturein Light of
Contemporary Discourse of
Culture

Chung-Chi Yu
Department of Philosophy, Soochow University

Abstract

This paper aims at investigating how Herder’s thought of culture
is conceived of in the contemporary discourse of culture. The
contemporary discourse of culture can be characterized three terms:
multiculturality, interculturality and transculturality, by derived from
the ideas of contemporary German philosopher, Wolfgang Welsch. In
Taylor’'s discourse of multiculturality Herder is the first philosopher
who put forward the idea of authenticity, which is crucial to the modern
culture. Holenstein treats Herder as representative of romanticism,
which understands culture as an organic, but also isolated unit. In the
eyes of Holenstein such conception of culture may lead to difficulties
in the mutual understanding between cultures. Welsch uses
transculturality to explicate the real situation of cultural development
today. He thus rejects the idea of single culture in Herder.

According to my understanding of Herder thus far, | find all three
authors overemphasize the meaning of culture that is closely related to
people (Volk) for Herder. | contend that if we follow Herder's own
context to understand what he means by culture, then we see that he
aims at criticizing the idea of enlightenment of his day, according to
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which the reason counts as the culmination of cultural development.
The Enlightenment uses reason as universal standard to compare the
18century Europe with the Europe in the middle age and other corners
of the world and unavoidably with huge bias. This is what Herder
opposes to. For him every culture in every possible age and region of
the world possesses its own standard of perfection and therefore the
comparison of cultures can be eventually only in vain. But Herder
should not be viewed as representative of the later nationalism, which
is chauvinistic and disastrous. Instead, what Herder stresses is the
devotion of human being to his time and place rather than the abstract
idea of universal love.

Herder’ s theory of culture could be characterized as follows:

On the one hand he confirms what is common to al human
beings — the Humanitat, on the other hand he holds that people in
different regions on the earth, due to divergent natural conditions,
generate their own system of language, religion and custom, which are
incommensurable from culture to culture. So long as every culture
possesses its own particularity, Herder finds no reason why people
should look down at their own culture, or should despise the cultures of
others. | hold that this idea of culture is appreciable even at the age of
globalization, in which cultures emerge into one other. By the way,
Herder also provides the basis for the mutual understanding between
cultures because he confirms the commonness among all cultures, the
Humanitat. In that case some of the images of Herder in the
contemporary cultural discourse should be more or less reconsidered.

Keywords: Herder, Philosophy of Culture, Multiculturality,
Interculturality, Transculturality
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